Last Things – Last Day...

in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 


1 Cor 15:52

1.  How do we even know that there will be an end to this world?

· Jesus Himself taught us that there would be an end to this world.  Read His words in Mt 24:3-14. (Notice that many of these things have already been happening for a long time -- the end could come at any moment!  Always remember that the end of time is a good thing for those who believe in Christ!)

· Jesus tells us even more about the end of the world in Mark 13:24-27.  He indicates that there will be an end to the entire universe.  Note what happens to the believers (the elect) at the end of time.

2.  When will the end come?

· The end will come when Jesus returns.  No one knows when this time is.  It is a closely guarded secret of God. Read Mt 24:36-39 to learn more.  Is it possible that Jesus could return today?

· We are living in the last days.  The “last days” began at Pentecost (when the Holy Spirit came to the early Church).  Read Acts 2:17.

3.  What will happen when the world ends?  Will it be sudden or subtle?

Many things will happen when Jesus returns.  It will be anything but subtle.

· You read about how all creation will shake and the stars will fall from the sky.  Also read Is 13:13 and Hag 2:6-7 if you want to learn more.

· Jesus will be seen and worshipped by everyone.  Look at Phil 2:9-11.

· There will be judgment.  Read Mt 25:31-34,41.

· Then the earth will be destroyed.  Read II Peter 3:7.

4.  How will we know that it is really Jesus?

· When Jesus returns there will be no uncertainty.  Miraculously, everyone on earth will see Him at the same time.  At that time everyone will be certain that they are seeing Jesus.  Remember the reading from Phil 2:9-11.  Read Luke 17:22-24.  

5.  What will heaven and hell be like after the end of this world?

· There will be a new heaven and a new earth and hell will be a “lake of fire.”  Appropriately enough, the last book of the Bible describes this quite well -- see Rev. 21:1-3.

6.  What about all this talk about the millennial kingdom?  What does the Lutheran Church teach about it?

· The Lutheran Church does not teach that Jesus will set up a so-called millennial kingdom on earth after His Second Coming.  

· We interpret the “thousand year reign” of Revelation 20 to be a “long time.”  There is much symbolism in the Book of Revelation.  We are currently in the millennial kingdom with Christ as our King. (See the second point in question 2.) 

· The Bible teaches of only one “Second Coming.”  We believe that the consummation of Christ's Kingdom will occur on the “Last Day,” in the blinking of an eye we will be changed.  There will be no “first” Second Coming where Jesus takes only Christians, followed by a “tribulation,” followed by a “second” Second Coming where He judges the world. 

