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It seems hard to believe that 20 years ago I knew very little about the Bible.  

· I knew and loved Jesus, but I didn’t really know much about why.

· That’s why I push Bible Study so much.

I remember in the early ‘90 we had a concert at our new church.  

· He was an LCMS singer and songwriter who was African-American.  

· Back then, that was very unusual – maybe it still is – I hope not.  

· (I absolutely hate racism.)

I remember he played “Our God is an awesome God,” that was fun – I knew that one.

At another time in the concert he said these words:  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

Then he said, “Say this with me...”  “That was John...”  

· And everybody said together, “3:16.”

· Everybody...  except for me.  

Because I didn’t know about John 3:16 yet. I felt like the most ignorant, so-called Christian, in the world at that time.

_______________________________________________

Learning about John 3:16 is the beginning of learning about Christ and what he has done for us.

In my Bible Basics class, which I can’t wait to start sometime after Easter, I use John 3:16 to explain the whole Gospel.

Six Reasons why John 3:16 is so famous:

1. It explains how God saved us from our sins. Through sending his Son.

2. It explains that salvation is for everyone -- “He loved the world.”

3. It explains everything about salvation in a single verse -- It has been called “the Gospel in a Nutshell.”

4. It tells us that salvation is accomplished through the Son of God.

5. It tells us that we must either perish or receive eternal life.

6. It tells us that we must believe the promise in order to receive the promise.

As I said, it is a starting point.  

· It mentions that gave his only Son, but it doesn’t mention that his Son died on a cross to pay for our sins – he suffered for our sins in place of us.  

· It does say that we will have eternal life versus perishing – but where?  We know from other scripture that eternal life will be spent in heaven or paradise – in complete comfort and perfection!

· But it does a great job of tying this wonderful gift with Faith.

· So that’s what it’s all about.  

· That’s why we’re here.  

· This is a place where our faith is nourished and we celebrate that we will not perish, but will have eternal life through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

________________________________

It almost seems too easy – doesn’t it?  Maybe unfair that Jesus had to take the blame, but it seems too easy for us.

But that all there is to it.  

· Simple enough for anyone to understand.  

· And yet profound enough for someone to spend a lifetime studying and still not completely comprehend.

I think the hardest thing for me to understand is why should worry about sinning if everything’s been paid in advance.  

· If I go out and do something bad, it’s already covered.  

· I receive forgiveness if I have faith in Jesus.

If the worst criminal goes out and does something even more horrible – it’s covered.  He receives forgiveness if he have faith in Jesus – or receives forgiveness when he comes to believe in Jesus.

On the surface, it seems like we’ve got it made – we can sin without consequences – doesn’t that sound like fun?

Then I raise the question, “Does it?”

· Do you say hurtful things to your friends or children or family or coworkers and come out with a better life?

· Do you cheat on your taxes or your spouse or at work and come out a better person because of it?

· Do you steal or treat others unfairly or make their lives miserable and then come out a better person?

· Do you lust or drive recklessly or gossip or judge cheat on investments and come out a better person?

Of course not!  

But we never seem to learn – do we?

God’s Law isn’t made so that he can ruin our fun – it’s made so that we live lives more pleasing to him and to the people around us.

And an amazing thing happens when we treat others according to God’s Law – it makes our lives easier and better.

People have noticed this on their own over time – although not very often.  Sayings like, 

· “When you seek revenge, you’d better dig two graves – one for the person you attack and one for yourself.”  Or, 

· “Revenge is a dish best eaten cold.”

My point is that sin is not something that benefits us – it makes our lives worse – much worse.

_________________________________________

And yet we fall and fall again and again because we are sinful beings.

19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

God is telling us after his most wonderful announcement of the Gospel in John 3:16 to stop sneaking around in the dark and come into the light.  “so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

· That doesn’t make us proud of our sins – the fact that we have to sneak around in the private and the dark while doing them.  

· Something must be wrong.  

· Or we would want to do our deeds in the light so that it is clear that our deeds are carried out in God!

I’m going to close with a verse from the apostle John – same author, different book:

1 John 1:6-7

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

