Title:  	And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul in the process? (Mark 8:36)








The bumper sticker reads, “Whoever dies with the most toys wins.”  I’ve seen a couple of variations like, “Whoever dies with the most jewels wins.”  





I’ve seen what I assume is a christianized version that reads, “Whoever dies with the most toys -- still dies.”





I say that I assume the one about “still dying” is a Christianized version because if it is not, then someone out there has a better understanding of Christian life than we do.  


And I wouldn’t rule out that possibility, because we are continually drawn into a material world.  


And as sinful people, we often buy into the lies of the world just as readily as anyone else.





“Whoever dies with the most toys wins.”  We don’t really believe that -- do we? ____________________________________________________





Today’s Gospel lesson is one of those lessons that is easy to agree to in theory -- but hard to live by in real life.





Just ask any Christian if he/she agrees with this:





15 And [Jesus] said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”





Hopefully any Christian will tell you, “Jesus said it and I believe it.”





Then take that same person and put them into the actual situation that is portrayed in our Gospel lesson.





The man asked Jesus to tell his brother to divide the inheritance.  


It would be nice to be able to say, “I don’t care about the inheritance.  I’m not going to fight.  You can have it.”  


But could you really do it?





In theory it sounds great -- take the high road -- trust that God will provide.  


But in practice it isn’t that easy.





What about my son’s college education?





If I don’t get a part of that money I’ll be paying on this house until I’m 65.





What about my retirement fund?  I’ve been putting it off so long that now it’s almost too late.  Half of my parents’ money would take care of that.





What about the cabin in the woods that dad had?  What about their brand-new car -- mine might break down for the last time at any time and I can’t afford a new one.





I’m not fighting for myself -- I’m fighting for my wife and children -- they deserve a better life.  We could afford to move out of our rotten neighborhood with that money.  It’s not for me -- it’s for them.  Really?





Then [Jesus] said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”





That’s point number one:  We rationalize our greed -- and we are very good at it.


All this while Jesus is saying, “Don’t worry, count on me.”


__________________________________________________


That’s a hard lesson for people like us who live in a world that thinks “Whoever dies with the most toys wins.”





Point number two is that in our Gospel lesson Jesus gives perhaps one of the most valuable life-lessons that he ever taught.





Once we get beyond worrying about whether we are getting our fair share.


Once we get past working night and day to improve our quality of life.


Once we finally understand that “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”





Then we can live the real “good life” in this world.  


What is really important is balance in life.  


We get all mixed up when we say, “If I just work really hard for a while, then I can live the good life.”





Just like the man in our Gospel lesson who built new barns to provide for the future, we can work hard now, neglect the family, and still end up losing it all.





But God said to him, ‘[you] Fool!  This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’





God says, “You fool, what good is neglecting the present to prepare for the future.  This very day you might drive over a bridge as it collapses.”





God says, “You fool, you worked so hard to provide for your children and wife that they have become strangers to you while you worked the long hours.  What if there is no relationship left once you finally reach the top?”





Or even worse yet God could say, “You fool, you chased after abundant riches in this world that you neglected the heavenly riches offered to you through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.”





Why don’t we get it?  Jesus said it many times in many ways.





“One’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”





“So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”





So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.





“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”





And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul in the process? 


 


______________________________________________





The goal of today’s message is to take the words of Jesus in our Gospel lesson and see how they apply to modern day life.  





We worry about getting what’s owed to us -- just like the 1st century people.  





And Jesus replies, “Why are you wasting time worrying about this world when you should be trusting me and looking forward to the real life I won for you on the cross.”





We neglect the “now” for the future when there might not be a future -- at least as we know it in this world.  





Bridge collapse, tsunamis, shootings -- they remind us that we can’t count on the future in this life.


They remind us that family and friends -- and especially God -- are important right now!





I know after Sept. 11, 2001 came around, people started spending less time in the office and more time at their children’s ball games.  


People noticed that the children were growing up while they were toiling for the future.  


People noticed that the children wanted their parents more than they wanted the ‘finer things in life’.





Jesus didn’t die on the cross so that we can spend all our time worrying about possessions and money. 





I’m not talking about being irresponsible --certainly not.  





But I am saying that an obsession with money and possessions can lead us away from the abundant life that Jesus secured for us by becoming man and dying for our sins.





He who dies with the most toys -- still dies.  


That is most certainly universally true.  


But those who die in Christ shall live --forever and ever!  





This is God’s promise and our hope!


