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On this Memorial Day weekend I thought it was appropriate to use some illustrations from wartime alliances to help understand our Gospel lesson for today and even apply the Gospel lesson to our unity as a congregation.  I know it sounds a little strange to hear war, Gospel, and congregation in the same sentence – but I think you’ll see what I mean.

__________________________________

In WWII, General Patton beat (British) General Montgomery to the Rhine River by one day – they were allies, but this brought Patton great pleasure – he beat his British rival by ONE WHOLE DAY!  Such glory.

D-Day was fought on multiple beaches by American, British, Canadian, and free French troops and French resistance troops.  It sounds like a very practical, expected alliance, however did you know that one of the greatest pressures forcing the invasion was from the Soviet Union under Stalin?  

Stalin hated the “Western Imperialist.”  

We “Western Imperialist” hated Stalin.  

But hey, this was war, and Stalin was going to lose if we didn’t open what he called a “second front” from the west to take away German troops from the front with Russian.  And if the Soviets fall, the enemy would be knocking on our door soon.

The point I want to take with us into the rest of this message is that great victories are won when people work together. 

____________________________________

Think about Jesus’ apostles – a rag-tag team – patched together from different walks of life.

Simon the Zealot was part of a radical group of Jews who opposed the Roman occupation of Israel.  

Matthew, or Levi, the Tax Collector was a Jew who worked for the Roman occupiers by collecting taxes from his own people for the hated Romans.  

I imagine that made for some interesting dinner conversation.

I wonder how the fishermen got along with the other guys.  

If John and James were brothers and Peter was with those two in Jesus “inner circle,” then what did Andrew, Peter’s brother think of that?  

The apostles argued over which of them was the greatest.  

John and James even got their mom to try to talk Jesus into letting her sons sit on either side of Jesus in heavenly glory.  

Nobody liked Judas – he wasn’t even from Galilee!

_________________________________

Let’s face it, one of the hardest thing that we have to do as Christians is also one of the hardest things we have to do as people and nations – get along with each other.

Did Patton and Montgomery have to agree on how things should be run?  No, but unless they worked together they would both go down.

Did Roosevelt and Churchill have to agree with Stalin’s politics?  No, but they had to work together or else war would be lost.

Did Simon the Zealot have to agree with Matthew on the politics of the Roman occupation?  Probably not, but they did agree that Jesus was Lord, or else the mission would be hurt.

Let’s face it, one of the hardest thing that we have to do as Christians is also one of the hardest things we have to do as people and nations – get along with each other.

But listen to this warning from Galatians, it’s a startling warning:

Gal 5:13-15  The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."  If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

___________________________________

John Chapter 17 consists of only Jesus’ words.  It has been called his High Priestly Prayer.  It is a prayer that God the Son prayed to God the Father.  It just doesn’t get any better than that!

In this prayer Jesus is praying for his followers because he knew that he would see him die a horrible death for our sins and then leave them behind for a couple of days.  He knew that they would be hopeless and discouraged because they hadn’t grasped the idea that he would rise again on the Third Day.

That is what was on Jesus’ mind as he prayed this greatest prayer of all.

And if you read the entire chapter – our Gospel only contains and excerpt – you will find that Jesus keeps returning to a single theme for the success of his fledgling church – the theme is Unity.

From our Gospel today:

[Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.” 

Then a little bit after our Gospel Jesus prayed,

“I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

__________________________________

Now, how about us?  

Is Jesus High Priestly Prayer going to be effective our lives, in our congregation?  

We can make it ineffective if we decide that our own priorities, likes, and dislikes are going to stand in the way of his effective ministry in this place.  Jesus never forces himself on us.  

He leads his flock – He doesn’t push or pull his flock.

Are we following?  Together?

_______________________________

When I first arrived at St. John I remember trying to learn about complex, convoluted and very unusual relationship between the church and the school.   

Unfortunately this relationship has been going on for so many years – perhaps decades – that it has become “normal” to us.

It is not normal.  

It is dysfunctional – and it would be honoring to Christ to fix this relationship.

(Just to be clear – I’m not saying that there is anything wrong with the way the school is educating and caring for the children – I’m saying that the way the school deals with the church and the way the church deals with the school is dysfunctional – and I’m not interested in arguing this point, I’m interested in fixing it.)

You may or not be aware that our Christian Day school is going through some significant changes after the school-year, which is rapidly approaching.  It’s been a rough time.

But over and over the Bible tells us that God does great things with situations that seem beyond repair.  

Go back and read about Joseph in jail, the Israelites pinned against the Red Sea, Daniel in the Lions den, the Son of God hanging lifeless on a cross.

This summer is going to bring true change to the way the church and school relate to one another.  I intend to share a more detailed plan with you sometime soon.

I believe that the Our Lord is not finished with our school.  

Perhaps his will is that it emerge from times of trouble in a different form – 

but I just don’t see indications that God has given up on St. John Lutheran School.

Just like the Heads of State, and the Generals, and the Apostles, we don’t need to agree on everything, but we do have to unite so that we can succeed together for the sake of our one mission – the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

And I hope and pray that we make it our goal this summer.

Amen.

