What if the headlines on Tuesday read:


“Gunman goes on rampage -- only Christians survive”?   


Do you think there would be enough room in this church this morning to sit down?





But that would be a good “problem,” right?  I’m not so sure.  





Why are you here today, to be protected from mad gunmen, or to worship the living God?  I would hope and pray that each of us is here today to worship a loving God -- and, oh, by the way, to be protected from a mad gunman if God should so choose.





We are here today in the midst of things we cannot understand to say, 


“Lord I don’t understand your ways or your plans.  


Lord, it is such a frightening world and I don’t understand why, if you are in charge, it seems that I have no less protection than the average pagan.  


I don’t know Lord, and yet I still love you and trust you with my life.  


I love you and trust you with my life because to do anything less is simply more terrifying than I can bear.”





Being a Christian does not guarantee a life free of problems and worries and terror.


________________________________


The people who were following Jesus early on in his ministry finally figured that out.  


Do you know what happened?





John 6:66-69


From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 


“You do not want to leave too, do you?”  Jesus asked the Twelve. 


Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 





Based on what happened just before Peter spoke, I think I could safely rephrase Peter’s words like this, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God. -- no matter what happens to us here.”





The disciples finally figured out that following God wasn’t the key to perfect happiness and a trouble-free life, but life without him would be even worse -- it would lack meaning.  Have we figured that out -- yet?





** We can live in a terrible world with the hope of the resurrection or we can live in a terrible world without the hope of the resurrection. **


_______________________________________________


We, as Christians are caught in between two worlds.  We are caught between a world that is seen and yet very uncomfortable and a world that is unseen and very comfortable.  


The world that is seen is where we are right now.  


We know who our family and friends are.  


We know where our home is and where our possessions are.  


We actually see them and feel them almost every day.  


It’s a world that we try to make as safe as possible -- but we all know deep down that it isn’t really safe.





And then there is the world where we are headed.  


We have been told it is safe -- really safe -- not only as safe as we can make it.  


We have been told about a life that we will live where there is no more mourning or death or crying or pain.  


But we haven’t actually felt that world -- it is a world we know by faith and not by sight.





So we, as Christians, live a life that is torn between two worlds.  And by nature we cling to what is known -- what is real to us, rather than what is known only by faith.


______________________________


A while back I heard a joke that’s not so funny on a week like this, but it makes a for a wonderful illustration of what I’m trying to say today:





God says, I’ve got some good news and some bad news:  The good news is you are going to heaven.  The bad news is you are going this Thursday.





Isn’t that the way we really see it?  


We meet here every week and sing hymns and read scripture all for the same basic purpose -- to rejoice that we have eternal life through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  


That’s why we are here.  


That’s why we celebrate Easter so -- because he rose from the dead, we will also rise from the dead!  


That’s the good news that is always in front of us here at this place.





Then we hear about a person dying and we say, 


“Why didn’t God help her?”   


“Why didn’t God save her?” 


“She loved and counted on God, why didn’t he save her?”  


“She was so young.”





I know and understand that Paul was right when he said, “I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far.”  That’s correct, and I’ll say it with him right now.  But if a man with a gun is coming down the hallway -- I’m going to barricade that door with every resource I have available!


____________________________________________





We live in a paradox, don’t we?  We celebrate eternal life and we are also terrified of dying.  





We praise God for giving us life through his son.  


And then we curse God for not intervening to save someone from death here on earth.





If every time a tragedy were to strike the headlines read 


“Tragedy strikes -- only Christians Survive.” 


“Tragedy strikes -- only Christians Survive.” 


“Tragedy strikes -- only Christians Survive.”  





Then every day there would be more Christians and less unbelievers on earth until the earth is left with all believers caught on the wrong side of eternity because “bad things don’t happen to them” -- including death.  





** By avoiding the “bad things,” Christians never get to the good things -- the real one good thing -- that is, heaven. **


______________________________________________


I could stand here this morning and tell you that because you have faith in God you will not have to suffer pain and you will always be protected.  And if I told you that I would be lying to you.  





I could tell you that God has put a barrier around you and that nothing could harm you.  And, again, I would be lying to you.





And if I did tell you that, you might believe.  You might believe until the next bad thing happens and you realize that I was lying.  





And then where would you be?


What would that do to your faith?


______________________________________


Or I can stand here and tell you the truth.  I can stand here and tell you that God loves you and does, in fact, protect you often.  Much more often than you will ever realize.  But not always.





** This is because the same free will that you use to believe and love and worship him is used by others to kill and injure and maim. **





And if God cut off the free will that enables sinful people to kill and injure, then we would lose the ability to love him and love our neighbor.  


Worst of all we would not have the ability to have true faith in him.  And because we have faith in him -- we believe.  And because we believe -- we will not perish, but have eternal life.


_____________________________________________


So if you fear death -- and we all do, let’s face it -- then how do you want to die?  





When and how would be the perfect way to die?  


Do you want to be 100 years old and die in your sleep.  


Is that truly painless?  





After watching all your friends get sick and die one by one.  Ask someone who is 100.


I’m telling you -- there’s no easy way out of here.





So you go to sleep one night when you are 100 and wake up in heaven.  





Then the people of heaven welcome you with puzzled looks on their faces.  They say to God, “God, it doesn’t seem fair.  Why did you make him live until he was 100? Why did you make him suffer through all that pain and the deaths of his loved ones over all those years? God, it seems so unfair it seems so unfair for him since you only made that Virginia Tech student suffer through those things on earth for 23 years while he had to suffer for 100 years.”





Maybe God would say to the other people in heaven, “To us it seems unfair for him to stay in that world through all those unhealthy years, but someone had to stay behind to tell the unbelievers that there is so much more to life than life on earth.  I want them here too.  Besides, he didn’t see it that way when he was on earth -- he actually thought that his days on earth were for him -- he didn’t understand the blessings he was missing here with me.”


_________________________________________


Last Tuesday the headlines in heaven did, in fact, read, “Gunman goes on rampage -- only Christians survive”?





They say something similar to that everyday in heaven:


“Airplane crashes -- only Christians survive.”


“City firebombed -- only Christians survive.”


“Tsunami hits -- only Christians survive.”





One day the headlines in heaven will read:


“Jesus Returns -- only Christians survive.”





I only wish we could understand that a little better while we are still on earth.





Summary verse:


“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” 


John 16:33
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