I heard it again on TV the other day.  Another person said that God would never create an animal or a person who is inherently evil.





The Christian doctrine of total depravity -- that people are born basically bad instead of basically good -- seems to defy human logic.  But it’s true.  





I sure don’t remember being taught how to be bad -- it just came naturally.  


But I remember lots of times when I was taught to be good.





Anyway, I had to start out today talking about everybody’s least favorite topic -- total depravity -- the idea that we are basically bad -- so that I could remind you that as human beings we resist goodness.  


When taken to the extreme I could say that we resist God.





Some of us here have resisted more than others -- but we have all resisted.


____________________________________________





Today I want to share some lyrics from another one of those really old songs (as my daughter says) -- you, know -- a song from the ’90s.  





I’m going to weave some of those lyrics in with our Gospel lesson and paint a picture of how we resist God.


____________________________________________





One thing that jumped out at me in our Gospel lesson today is how hard the Pharisees had to work at not believing in Jesus as the Messiah. 





15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.  And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”





The man born blind seemed to be pretty clear when it came to explaining how it was Jesus who put mud on his eyes, and how he washed and now could see.  





I once was blind but now I see and Jesus did it.  


How much more clear could he be?





So what did the Pharisees do?  They kept on asking:





17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?”  He said, “He is a prophet.”


 


In other words, “It’s pretty clear to me that this Jesus is a prophet -- after all I was blind.  You just don’t get it, do you?”





The Pharisees wanted so much to believe that Jesus was not the Messiah.  They fought so hard against the obvious.  





So do we.





That song I mentioned says, “On these lonely raging mornings I would whip you if I could.  But you’re on the mighty side of big and the perfect side of good.”





Maybe it’s something as small as giving up that little sinful habit -- you know the one -- the one no one else knows about but you?





Maybe it’s as big as finally giving in and believing Jesus for eternal life.





Where do you fit?  





The song says, “Cause I would try to escape you but for everyday I’m sure that you’re on the huge side of big and the holy side of pure.”





Let’s check back with the Pharisees:





18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?”





You have to feel kind of sorry for the old Pharisees.  


They are trying so hard not to believe.  





What happens next?





24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know.  One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”





The poor old Pharisees -- they just don’t stand a chance in light of Jesus’ glorious miracle -- but they keep trying:





 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you also want to become his disciples?”





This is so sad. “This just can’t be,” they kept saying.  





So let’s go to the source and ask Jesus:





Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.





Isn’t that sad?  


Jesus tells them that they will remain spiritually blind -- they are condemned.  


That’s sad.





The guy in the song finally comes around.  He says, “Now that I’m exhausted I think I’m ready to admit that I’ve spent all my resistance on someone I can’t resist.”





He’s mostly right.  


You will not overcome the fact that Jesus is the Savior.  


But on the other hand you can keep on digging your heals in and resist until you die.  


It’s happened millions of times.





It’s sad when a person let’s pride and stubornness stand between him/her and heaven.  


But it happens.  


It happens all the time.





So the song’s not perfect like the Scripture is.  But the song is good:





“Been toe to toe too long I’m tired of fighting you.  I see you were too strong, cause I am black and blue.  But now I understand that losers due to win.  How every dying man is sure to rise again.  Under the morning sun, my spirit cries to you!”


_________________________________________





How are you resisting Jesus?  


Are you resisting him with your sins?  


Are you resisting him with your life?  


Are you resisting him with your soul?  





You are resisting somehow.  It’s just the way we are naturally.





He’s not going to force you to comply.  He’s not like that.





Have you been toe to toe with him -- fighting him?  


Have you figured out that he is too strong cause you are black and blue?





Wasn’t there a play called “Your arms too short to box with God”?  It’s true.





Instead fall into those arms.  That’s what he really wants for you.  Why resist?





Why resist the arms that spread out on a cross to suffer for your sin.  


Why resist the hands that were pierced for your sin.  


Why resist the chest that contains the only truly pure heart in the history of humanity?  


Why resist?  


Fall into his arms





Whether you need his help with a sin that is plaguing your life, or you need him so that the gates of heaven will be open for you some day -- his arms are open -- just waiting to help.





The more you trust him, the better your life will be.  


I’m not saying that you’ll become rich or will avoid pain.  


No, I’m talking about a relationship with God that transcends rich or poor -- sickness and health.





I’m talking about a relationship that will secure your life forever in a perfect place called heaven with a perfect God called Jesus.
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“Are You Resisting a God who Loves You?”











