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My question for today is:  “Why do we need a Reformation Day?”  
· I mean, “Why was the Reformation necessary in the first place?”  
· Why wasn’t the clear message of the Gospel passed down through the word of God from generation to generation?

What does it take to understand the very simple message of the Gospel?  
Why is it that the Christian Church before the Reformation and many denominations of Christianity since the Reformation have strayed so far from the simplicity of the Gospel message?

________________________________________
My message today is for those who accept the Bible to be God’s true Word.  
· Those who don’t accept it – well, that’s another sermon for another time.

But if you do accept the Bible as God’s word, then through a not-so-thorough reading of the Bible you can plainly see that no one enters heaven unless he/she is perfectly sinless.

So left up to human reasoning, there are only two ways to get to heaven.  
· One way would be to avoid sin, flawlessly and constantly throughout ones entire life.  
· The other would be to have these sins taken away – we call it forgiveness – in some way in order to enter heaven.

So I guess you could say, there are only two ways to heaven for a human and one of them doesn’t work. 

It’s very simple, actually, but people still don’t get it.  We are saved – i.e. given entry into an eternal heaven when our life ends on earth – by faith in Jesus because he takes away our sins.
I have rounded up some verses from God’s word, the Bible, to demonstrate just how simple this message really is:
John 3:16

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
Rom 8:1

 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

Rom 1:17

For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”   

1 Peter 1:8

 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Rom 7:24-25

Paul said, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God-through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

Eph 2:7-10

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- not by works, so that no one can boast. 

I haven’t even gotten to the readings for today.  Someone a lot smarter than me chose today’s reading to represent the Reformation teaching:
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,

By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
________________________________________________
And if there is any doubt whatsoever that you don’t go to heaven by being good, rather by faith in Christ, listen to the very words of our Lord Jesus:
Matt 21:31
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.”
Luke 19:10

 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.

John 3:17
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

_________________________________________________
So if we have the Gospel – the good news that we are saved by faith in Jesus – spelled out so clearly that anyone can understand it, then again, why would we need a Reformation?
I’ve been thinking about this for a long time now and I can only come up with one reason the church has had so much trouble with the doctrine of Salvation by Faith.
It all comes down to this:  (again straight out of the Bible)

Ex 20:1-3

And God spoke all these words: 

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me.”
Do you remember a few minutes ago when I said that there are only two ways to heaven and one of them doesn’t work?  
· The way of the Law doesn’t work.

That’s because we have one fundamental problem with God’s Law.  
· Left to our own devices, we live in constant rebellion to God’s Law – 
· especially the Big One – or should I say Law number one:  
· “You shall have no other gods before me.”
I’ve done sermons before about how it all comes down to the First commandment.  
· Keep the First and you keep the other nine.  Break one of the other nine and you automatically break the First.  It’s as if the First commandment is stated as THE commandment and the other nine go on to explain the First in different ways.
Sometimes it’s hard to understand how dishonoring your Father or Mother is breaking the first commandment, but it is – again, that’s the topic for another sermon.
But this time it’s clear.  It’s easy to see how we constantly stray from the doctrine of salvation through faith.  

Remember, we have a problem with the First commandment – a big problem.  
· We want to be our own god.  
· And if it’s “God’s job” to get a sinful human being into heaven – then we want to take it on.

That’s why it is so hard to keep the church following the true Gospel.

We’re sinful people – with a particular problem with the First commandment – so we constantly stray away from the doctrine of salvation through faith.

It takes a tremendous amount of effort to keep a church full of sinful people – with sinful leaders – remembering that they are not working their way into heaven.  
It was corrected in a big way by Martin Luther 492 years ago – 
· we have to do it over and over every day.
People are always rushing back to the Law.

When I moved to Pennsylvania I saw that like I never had before.  
· Does wearing a plain long dress make a woman’s entry into heaven a little easier?  
· Does living without electricity take some burden off Jesus in order to get to heaven?  
Just think about it.

The Church is always in need of Reformation.  It is so easy for humans to be their own god and participate in their deserving heaven.  
· Don’t eat meat on Fridays.  
· Don’t drink alcohol – even responsibly.  
· Don’t dance. 
· Contribute to charity.

· Give up something for Lent.  
There’s nothing wrong with these things in and of themselves.  But there is something terribly wrong with these peripheral Laws if they are seen as earning ones passage to heaven.
______________________________________

One final point I’d like to share with you on this Reformation day is this:

Here’s a way of seeing that something you’re doing couldn’t possibly help in gaining your passage to heaven:

Just think of that good work or extra righteous effort you’re making and then compare that work with God on the Cross.  
· Your good work doesn’t seem so special anymore.  
· Nothing you could do could possibly be special when compared to Jesus on the cross – nothing.  

Do you do good works and follow the Law – sometimes?  Great.  
Just remember that you are doing them out of love for God our Savior – 
· not as a means toward entry into heaven.

Amen.

