October 5, 2008

page:  4

How valuable are you?  

A couple of weeks ago I did a children’s sermon where I tried to place a value on the kids.  We decided together that it was impossible.  Each and every child up here was so valuable that all the money in the world didn’t add up to the value of one of them.

That was pretty clear in the eyes of the parents and children.  

But what about you?  

How valuable are you?

A lot of people lose sight of their value.  

It leads to everything from self-esteem issues to suicide.  

So with that in mind, your perception of your value is a very important topic.

_________________________________________

My ultimate goal for the kids in my confirmation class is that they move on in their lives with an understanding that Christ, who is of infinite value died for them.  And because the infinite God gave up his life to save them – then they are of infinite value.

If they can finish confirmation knowing these two facts, then I consider my job accomplished.

I try to teach them that the fact that Christ died for their sins changes everything about their lives.  

They are no longer people who are slaves to what the world wants them to be 

– they are above all of that because Christ Jesus is above all that.

___________________________________________

Hopefully this sounds very familiar to those of you who were in my classes.  

The reason I’m telling everybody else about it today is so that everyone can understand the rest of my message today.  

This is because I’m going to use a phrase throughout the rest of this message that could be misunderstood without this explanation.

I’m going to say this a number of times today:  “You’re too good for that.”

And when I say, “You’re too good for that.” I want to be sure that you understand that you are too good for some things in this world because you are of infinite value because Jesus, an infinite God died to rescue you from your sins – not because you have some special righteousness on your own.

So from now on “You’re too good for that.” is shorthand for “Jesus died for your sins so that, as a person, you are worth too much to get tied up in things that will ruin your faith and reject that special value that he adds.”

_________________________________________

What got me started thinking about this is the OT lesson from Isaiah and the Gospel lesson from Matthew.  Both lessons tell the story of a man who gave so much to his people.  Then the people wanted more than they were supposed to have – they were greedy, they wanted to change the rules and do what seemed right to them – not God.  And by doing so they judged themselves unworthy of eternal life.

That is an extremely general interpretation of the lessons.  But both lessons speak directly to the people of today as they did to the people who originally heard them.

But you’re too good for that.  You’re too good – too valuable to end up like the people ended up in today’s readings.

_________________________________________________

The OT lesson stopped a little short of a verse that can help us understand what is happening today, just as it was happening during Isaiah’s time:

Isa 5:20

Woe to those who call evil good 

and good evil,

who put darkness for light 

and light for darkness,

who put bitter for sweet 

and sweet for bitter. 

There are so many people, groups and organizations out there who are trying to rewrite the rules.  And they are having a great deal of success.  

Their approach has been slow but steady – almost sneaking up and getting us before we noticed it happening – almost.

They are trying to convince us that morality is an old fashioned idea.  They say that we are a bit naive when we claim that virginity is the greatest gift to give a spouse.  They say that marriage is a commitment between anyone and if you believe otherwise you are bigoted.  

They tell us we have the right of deciding life or death for our offspring.  We can’t even mention the possibility that some nameless faceless god might have designed the world – that’s what you end up with so-called intelligent design.  It’s so watered down but it is still too much god for their tastes.

You’re too good for this – we’re too good for this!  We are children of the king.

Just because a larger and larger segment of the population chooses to live without acknowledging God doesn’t mean that we have to.  Just because they make fun of girls for being virgins on TV doesn’t mean that we have to believe it.

Just because convenience and reputation mean more to some people than the human life growing in them doesn’t mean that it has to be OK with us.  Just because it’s cool to sleep around with a bunch of different people on practically every TV show that we watch doesn’t mean that we have to believe it’s OK.

Isaiah warned us about 2800 years ago!

Isa 5:20

Woe to those who call evil good 

and good evil,

who put darkness for light 

and light for darkness,

who put bitter for sweet 

and sweet for bitter. 

No thank you.  I do not want darkness for light and bitter for sweet.  I’m too good for that.

We’re too good for that.  

We do not have to change the way we believe just because more and more people call evil good and good evil.  

We are too valuable to be following the crowd further and further down the path to destruction.

________________________________________________

If I’m going to have a part in the parable that Jesus taught us today, 

I want the part of those who inherit the kingdom of heaven after others have thrown it away.  

I’m too good to throw the kingdom away for the things that today’s society says is what I should want.

But finally, one reminder...

I’m not really too good for that.  

Jesus is too good for that.  

My only righteousness comes from him.  

So even if though you and I have may have made some mistakes like those I just mentioned, 

I’m still too good for them because I’ve been forgiven.  

You and I are of infinite value because we belong to a God who has chosen to give us his infinite value!

Amen.

