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Letôs Talk About é 
Itôs Never Too Late.  
¶ To begin Sunday morning Bible Study. Adult Bible Study begins at 10:00 each Sunday. Right 

now there are three adult Bible Studies, all centered on the Gospel of John. Each is studying a 
different theme in John and itôs never too late to get started. 

¶ To begin the 50 plus! Bible study. It meets in the fellowship hall on the first and third Thursdays of 
the month from 10:30 ï 11:30. 

¶ To begin GriefShare. It meets in the fellowship hall on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm and Tuesday 
afternoons at 1:00 pm. Every period of grief is different, and I encourage you to attend even if 
your loss was more than a year or two ago. 

¶ To start meeting others for breakfast. We meet on the third Thursday of the month at 9:00am at 
Meadow Hill Restaurant for breakfast and fellowship. No reservations or registration required -- 
just show up!  

¶ To begin attending worship regularly. If youôve been away for a while, weôd love to see you here. 
Some people worry about returning after an absence ï wondering what people will think when 
they see you again. Iôll tell you what they thinké Theyôll rejoice to see an old friend back at 
church! 

¶ To begin daily Devotions. Set aside a time each day to pray and read Godôs Word ï the Bible. 

¶ To begin attending menôs or womenôs Bible studies. There is plenty of information elsewhere in 
this Monthly Herald about menôs and womenôs studies.  

¶ To volunteer in the Nursery, Day School, or Youth Group. These organizations almost always 
need a little help. Please note: volunteers for these organizations must pass a background check 
for the safety of the children. 

(Continued on page 2) 

   During October I find myself thinking back to childhood times of playing outside on crisp autumn 
days and hunting for pumpkins in my Dadôs garden. Some years he would bring the cornstalks up 
from his garden and tie them around our lamppost. It was the time of year to pick apples and drink 
cider; I am so thankful that I can remember lots of special family times. Itôs those times of being to-
gether that we treasure most, isnôt it? It seems that today we are so busy and the days fly by so 
quickly ï I want to encourage you to take the time to spend with those you love ï itôs the time for 
walks and rides and playing that help us to know that we are loved. How amazing to remember that 
God always has time for us é each one of us!  
   When we spend time in His word we are so reassured of His great love for us. Time devoted to 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Director of Spiritual GrowthñDenise Wright 

Womenõs Study for 2010-2011 
   This yearôs study for women is ñBreaking Free,ò a video 
based Bible study with Beth Moore. It began in Septem-
ber, but it is not too late to begin. The sessions are held at 
two different times; choose the one that works best for 
you! Tuesday mornings from 9:30 ï 11:30 OR Thurs-
day evenings from 7:00 ï 9:00. 

   We meet approximately twice a month, during the second and fourth weeks of the month.  The 
cost of the workbook is $15.00; checks can be made payable to St. John Lutheran Church. It is help-
ful to write ñWomenôs Studyò on the memo line. Please see Denise Wright if you are interested in 
starting; she can get a book for you and give you materials to help you to catch up!  
   ñBreaking Freeò was an earlier study of Beth Mooreôs which has now been revised and updated. It 
is based on the book of Isaiah and has been found to be very helpful for many women over the past 
ten years. The emphasis is on learning more of the freedom from sin and bondage that can only be 
found in Christ. If you are interested but have questions, please see Denise. 

¶ To begin singing in the Choir. Just see Ken Sanders (the organist) before or after a worship ser-
vice on Sunday morning. 

¶  
How Can I Attend Bible Study if I Donôt Know Anything About the Bible? Everybody has to start 
somewhere. Those ñexpertsò in Bible class had to start somewhere. Youôd be surprised how easy it 
is to sit in Bible study and just observe. You wonôt be ñput on the spot,ò or asked a question you canôt 
answer. You wonôt know unless you try. Why not start now? 
 
Communications . Council minutes are not available at the time of this printing. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

reading and studing the Bible helps us to have the right perspective on life; it helps us to know best 
how to love those around us. It takes time to slow down and read but it is so worthwhile! Later in Oc-
tober we observe Reformation Sunday, a time when we remember the work of Martin Luther and the 
other reformers. Luther gave his life to teach the truths of the Bible so that people could be freed 
from false truths that were being taught to them. He translated the Bible into the language of the 
people so that they could read for themselves. How easy it is for us to take our Bibles for granted; 
what a gift we have been given! 
   This year I am participating in a Bible study on Isaiah with Bible Study Fellowship and finding it to 
be such a blessing. It requires time ï time to attend the classes and time to do the daily homework!  
It is so easy for all of us to get caught up in the lists of things that we need to accomplish every day 
that we donôt allow time for this kind of reading and study, but what a good discipline it is! I want to 
encourage you this month to make time in each of your days to be in Godôs Word. It is not too late to 
join any of the Bible studies that are going on at church, either on Sunday mornings or at other 
times. If you ever have any questions about participating, please feel free to talk with me.  
   So é I am hoping that you can find some time on these beautiful Autumn days to enjoy the sea-
son é take a walk through the leaves with someone you love é find some special time each day to 
read and reflect on Godôs Word é remember that you are Godôs precious child! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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   GriefShare sessions have begun at St. John, but you or anyone that you might want to bring is 
welcome to come at any time. There is a group that meets on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm and a 
group that meets on Tuesday afternoons at 1:00 pm. We meet for about two hours in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
   Each GriefShare session includes a video seminar and group discussion. (If you are not ready to 
share, thatôs fine too! Just come and listen.) The videos feature top experts on grief recovery, dra-
matic reenactments about living with grief and real-life stories of people who have experienced 
losses like yours. The program has been developed by people who understand what you are going 
through and want to offer you comfort and encouragement during this difficult time.  
   There is no time limit on grieving; this group is not limited to people who have lost a loved one just 
recently. Your loss may have been a number of years ago and this may be just the right time for you 
to try a group like this. Any member of our congregation who is interested in this opportunity is in-
vited to come, as well as anyone from our community. Please share this information with any friends 
or neighbors of yours who are grieving. 
   Please see Denise Wright with any questions. You can e-mail her at Denisedsg@comcast.net if 
that is easier for you. We look forward to this new opportunity for healing and growth at St. John! 

St. John Herald 

   Songs on the radio, Christmas card pictures and television 
commercials constantly remind us that the holidays are about 
being together with loved ones. We hear the song ñItôs the 
Most Wonderful Time of the Year,ò and know that in many 
ways it has become the most painful time of the year. 
ñSurviving the Holidaysò is a GriefShare program that has 
been designed to help grieving people plan ahead for the holi-
day season. Practical advice is given on how to deal with grief 
at this time of yearf. A video presentation features reflections 
from people who have made it through the holidays while 
dealing with heartache and loss as well as thoughts from 
prominent Christian counselors and teachers. Each person 
will receive a Holiday Survival Guide to take home. This small 
book is filled with practical helps and articles as well as some 
devotions.  
   This event is designed for those who have lost a loved one, 
but it doesnôt matter how long ago the loss occurred. Please 
be encouraged to come and invite anyone else you know who 
is grieving. We want to offer this program to our community; 
please help us to share the information. 
   ñSurviving the Holidaysò will be held at two different times in 
our Fellowship Hall: 

Monday evening, November 1
st, 

 at 7:00 pm 
Tuesday afternoon, November 2

nd
,  at 1:00 pm 

The Holidays and Grief 

mailto:Denisedsg@comcast.net


Page 4  

 

St. John Herald 

A Candle Light Service of Remembrance  
on Sunday, November 7, 2010 at 4:00pm 

   Once again, we invite you to attend this special service near All Saintsô Day when we take time to 
remember those loved ones who have gone on ahead of us to be with Jesus. During this service we 
listen to Scripture readings and sing hymns and songs that remind us of the hope that we have in 
Christ our Savior. At one point we light candles from the Christ candle in memory of our dear ones. 
That lighted candle that we each hold reminds us of the presence of Christ 
in our lives and encourages us to be thankful for the blessings given to us 
through our loved ones.  
   We will be preparing a video presentation for this service. If you would 
like us to include a picture of your loved one, please share a copy with De-
nise Wright. It would be most helpful to put the photograph in an envelope 
with your name; itôs also fine to send it electronically if you are able to do 
that. It would be best to have pictures by October 31

st
.  

   You may want to come to this service for yourself or you may want to 
come to support others or to remember those in our church family who 
have gone before us. Following the service we will enjoy some light re-
freshments.  

PRAYING IN COLOR on Wednesday nights!  
   Join us on Wednesday nights from 6:30 ï 7:30 for a quiet and peaceful time of prayer! We meet in 

the Youth Room in the Fellowship Hall and spend this hour using col-
ored pencils, pens, markers, and paper as our prayer tools. No artistic 
ability is required! This form of praying can be helpful in keeping us 
connected in prayer as we draw and doodle; it can also be freeing for 
the times when we just donôt even know what words to use. Those are 
the times when we know and trust that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us. 
(Romans 8:26) 
   Parents of Confirmation students are invited to come é choir mem-

bers are welcome to come before going to the balcony to sing é all are invited! Itôs always good to 

learn a new way to pray! 

   Strengthening Schools and Congregations (SSAC) is an LCMS project that has as its goal 
ñstrengthening and revitalizing Lutheran elementary schools that are experiencing problems, so that 
the mission of sharing the caring Christ can be more effectively accomplished in that place.ò St. John 
has been blessed to be chosen to participate in this program and we look forward to a visit from a 
team of consultants later this month. They will arrive on Saturday, October 23

rd
 and be with us 

through the following Tuesday. During that time they will meet with church and school leaders, staff, 
and parents to gather information. Please keep these people and this process in your daily prayers 
as we seek to serve God in the most effective ways in this place. 
   We want to thank Lisa Schreiber for the work that she put into this project. It has required a con-
siderable amount of time to pull together our initial application and then to be the contact person to 
work through the many organizational details of having this team come. Thank you Lisa!  
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 THE ART OF  

 CAREGIVING 
 FREE  SEMINAR 
Those who are in the position of caring for their loved ones often grow weary from the seemingly endless task 

of comforting and encouraging that takes place. At times they may feel bad or even grow resentful that they 

feel this way. Join us as Speaker Pastor Dave Schudder addresses how the journey with cancer affects those 

whom we love as they reach out to comfort and uplift their loved ones. Also being addressed at the seminar is 

The Safe Use of Natural Supplements. Many times natural supplements are overlooked as a way to fight the 

battle. The presenter will be happy to field any questions pertaining to Naturopathy (the use of herbs) to help 

in the battle with cancer.     

 

COME AND JOIN US FOR THE FREE SEMINAR INCLUDING A CONTI-

NENTAL BREAKFAST AND FREE GIVE AWAYS!!!!!!!!  
 

Open to the public 

8:30 - 1:00 on Saturday October  9th, 2010 

Redeemer Lutheran Church,  

20440 Downes Rd.,  

Parkton, MD 21120-9165 

 
Call Dave Turner at (717)993 -2616 today or E -Mail at dturner@towson.edu  and register to attend.  Youôll gain 
valuable insight into the importance of Caregiving in the lives of the cancer patient.  
Registration deadline is Oct. the 2nd 2010.  

 

mailto:dturner@towson.edu
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Book Sharing with Denise  

   A wonderful way to learn and grow is to read! The Bible is of course our first and best source for 
reading and learning and growing, but there are also many other wonderful books to explore. Itôs 
great to read a variety of authors and styles ~ and itôs nice to share thoughts on a book with a group 
of people who have read the same book. My hope is that we might be able to read and discuss three 
or four books during the coming year. The first book that I want to encourage you to read is, How 
Women Help Men Find God, by David Murrow. It is available at www.Amazon.com  for $5.91. You 
can also purchase it from a Christian bookstore. I think that you will find the book very readable and 
thought provoking!  
   The following are a couple of reviews about the book: 
§ ñThe church is about both genders being fully present, engaged and redeemed for 

Godôs kingdom work. This book may make you uncomfortable at times but the points 

it makes are worthy of consideration.ò ï Elisa Morgan, CEO, MOPS International, 

Publisher, FullFill 

§ ñAha! Dave Murrow confirms what I have thought all along ï men and women are 

different. As such, they approach matters of faith differently. For any woman who 

loves a man who doesnôt share her same commitment to Christ, How Women Help 

Men Find God is a must-read. Not only does Murrow show women why our tactics, 

plans, and ploys to get our men to church more often than not blow up in our faces, 

he also suggests better ways to support and encourage these men whom we so des-

perately want to join us in the faith.ò ï Nancy Kennedy Author, When He Doesnôt 

Believe 

   If you have a concern for your husband, father, brother, son, boss or co-worker é read this book 
and come and share your thoughts on Tuesday, October 26

th
 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

Looking for:    
§ People 55 and over!(The speed limit and beyond!)  
§ People who enjoy other people!  
§ People who enjoy sharing meals together!  
§ People who love their Lord!  
§ People who love to laugh!  
§ People who are eager to serve! 
§ People who enjoy meeting new people!  
§ People who like to go to new places!  
§ People who like to learn!  
 

Come to the Fellowship Hall at either of the following times to be part of 
forming a ministry group for this vital part of our congregation!  
 
ß Dessert and coffee/tea on Tuesday evening, September 28th at 7pm 
ß Coffee, tea, and morning goodies on Wednesday, October 6th at 1:30pm 

http://www.Amazon.com
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Stewardship Notes - Al Oesterreich 

Scriptural Basis for Stewardship  
 

We live in a world created by God.  He appointed us caretakers or stewards for His world ever since 
He charged Adam with that responsibility.  This includes caring for the environment in which He has 
placed us.  It includes caring for and controlling our bodies (Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own.  
1 Corinthians 6:19). It includes setting aside a portion of our possessions for God's work (Each of 
you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you. Deuteronomy 16: 
17). It includes caring for others (The King will reply, ñI tell you, the truth, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.ò Matthew 25: 40). We live our life of stewardship 
in response to God's great love, especially His great love as shown in Jesus.  
 

God bless your life of stewardship! 

 
Joyful Response  

 

Many of us take care of our utility bills, insurance payments, mortgage installments, and other com-
mitments through electronic transfers. Our congregation now offers a convenient way to meet our 
offering pledge through this program. It is a free voluntary electronic offering service. It saves us 
time and insures that our regular offerings continue as long as we desire them to. Changes are also 
easy to make. An enrollment form is included near to the end of this publication. Additional forms are 
available in the narthex. For more information on this program see Al Oesterreich or Lisa Schreiber. 
After filling out the enrollment form please place it in a sealed envelope and hand it to Al or leave it 
for him in the church office. 

 
Positions Available  

 

There is no shortage of positions available in the work of the church of St. John. The nominating 
committee is looking for people to fill elected positions, and there is a need for members to get in-
volved in all of the various ministries of service. Congregation president, Jerry Cook, and nominating 
chair, Rick Dellinger will be happy to help you find a way that you can practice your stewardship and 
enjoy the fellowship of service. 

 
Report of Offerings  

 

Total general offerings for August: $29,150 
Estimated total general offerings needed for August: $30,340 
August door offerings for Habitat for Humanity-York: $199 
August memorial donations: $165 
Total general offerings for fiscal year 2011 (July 1 ï August 31, 2010): $51,908 
Estimated total general offerings needed for July 1 ï August 31: $54,612 
Estimated total general offerings needed for October: $24,272 
 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungod-
liness and worldly passions, and to live self controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people of his 
own possession who are zealous for good works. Titus 2: 11-14 
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Music Notes -  
Ken Sanders, Minister of Music 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday Worship Service 

9:30 am 
 

  

web site: www.StJohnYorkPA.com 

 

Church office:  ..................... 717.840.0382 

Church fax:  ......................... 717.840.1845 

Ch. Email: ..... stjohn-yorkpa@comcast.net 

School office:  ...................... 717.755.4779 

Sch. Email: ..stjohnlutheranschool@comcast.net 

Pastor: 

Rev. Patrick J. Cox .... pstpjc@comcast.net 

 

Director of Spiritual Growth: 

Denise Wright ...... denisedsg@comcast.net 

 

Minister of Music 

Ken Sanders .... ksanders333@comcast.net 

 

Support Staff 

Church Secretary......... Tracey Utermahlen 

Janitor .................................. Phillip Simon 

   As I look around I see the evidence of Godôs beauty and gran-
deur in the season of fall.  This time of year has so many wonder-
ful colors, it is as if God used the earth as His canvass and 
painted a picture using the most vivid and wonderful hues as are 
portrayed in nature around us. 
   Right about now you are asking yourself,ò What does this have 
to do with music?ò  Just as we can see all the artistic beauty our 
eyes can behold, so also can our ears hear the beauty that is in 
the music of the hymns we sing, the music the choirs sing, and 
the music that the instruments resonate forth.  God has given us 
all kinds of music through the composers who write it and the mu-
sicians who perform it.  Itôs kind of like Godôs ñpatch work quiltò of 
fall colors. 
   St. John has been blessed with many fine musicians.  I am con-
stantly reminded of that every Wednesday evening as I prepare 
for the choir rehearsal.  The adult choir, soloists, and instrumen-
talists all help to enhance and lead worship.  It is wonderful to be 
and work with such dedicated people all making music for the 
Lord. 
    We are fast approaching the Advent / Christmas season with 
its own glorious kind of music.  Music is such a universal way to 
share the message of Christôs birth. This year the choir will be 
sharing with the congregation a service of lessons and carols.  
The service will be on the last Sunday in Advent.  The congrega-
tion will be singing verses of ñO Come, O Come, Emmanuelò dur-
ing the service along with the anthems that the choir will be sing-
ing.  The title is: ñAdvent Service.ò 

The next regularly scheduled 

Votersõ meeting will be held on 

Sunday October 10th following 

the 11:00 Service (12:15 -

12:30).  Along with the commit-

tee and board reports we will 

have the election of officers 

for 2010.   Please mark your cal-

endars now, and plan to attend.  

Operation Christmas Child/Samaritanôs Purse is underway for 
the 2010 Christmas Season. Millions of shoe boxes for children in 
need have been collected since 1993 to share the message of 
Jesus Christ to the world through a gift to a needy child. Details of 
how you can help fill a shoe box for children and when to bring 
them to the church will be available soon. Watch the weekly an-
nouncement section for that information. In the meantime, save 
your shoeboxes and dig out Christmas Wrap. You are welcome 
to call Deb Kingston at 741-4264 with any questions. 
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Serve our Seniors  -- Saturday October 2nd, from 10:30 - 1:30 -  We are serving at the Senior 
Luncheon in the St John School gym.   No cooking, just helping to set up, serve and clean 
up.  Even if you can just help out for an hour or so, it would be appreciated.   Please sign up on the 
Youth Bulletin Board.    
  
The Amazing Grace Race - - Sunday, October 10th,   from 5:00 - 8:30 pm.  This is an activity -
based road race modeled after the CBS TV show ºThe Amazing Race.» Teams of 3-4 youth will 
team up with parent drivers/leaders in a race to complete various daring, tedious and/or physi-
cal  tasks in and around  this area - all with a biblical setting.    Adult Drivers, digital cameras, and 
lots of participants will be needed to make this really fun!    Sign up on the sheet  on the Youth Bul-
letin Board at church  or e -mail Lana at schaferfam@verizon.net   by October 1st .   We will need 

one adult driver per team to make this work, so  parents , if 
you can participate, we can really use your help (We 
promise to make it fun for you too!)    Feel free to bring a 
friend, but  we do need them pre -registered  !  
  
Cookie Jar Jam  -  Sunday October 24th, 6 - 8pm - We 
will be putting together our now famous Mason Jar Cook-
ies!!!  We will also bake some   to taste test of course...  play 
games and more. (We will be taking pre -orders... we need 
lots of helping hands)  
  

"How Bazaar" Fundraiser  -  Saturday November 6th - We will be selling our  Cookie Jars & 
Food at the Church Bazaar.   Proceeds to go to fund our Youth Group!   If you can spare an hour 
or so - it sure would be great!   Look for a sign up sheet on the Youth Bulletin Board.  
   

Our Youth Group is open to our St John Lutheran youth in grades 5 - 12.  We meet 2nd Sun-
days each month from 6 -8 pm, with special service and fundraising events  tossed in be-
tween.   

As always, friends are welcome.  
  

IF WE DO NOT HAVE YOUR E -MAIL ADDRESS, PLEASE GIVE IT TO JULIA 

OR LANA SO THAT WE CAN ADD  YOU TO OUR E-MAIL LIST.  
  

 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR DONATIONS OF QUART SIZE MASON JARS AND GEN-

TLY USED GAMES FOR OUR YOUTH ROOM.   JUST LEAVE IN THE YOUTH 

ROOM.  THANKS MUCH!!!!  
  

In Christ, 

Lana Schafer, 600-0283 schaferfam@verizon.net  

& Julia Caralle 309-5644  jcaralle@comcast.net 
 



Page 10  

 

St. John Herald 

Market Basket 
Needs 

 

Your contributions and dona-
tions to the Market Basket  are 
especially appreciated for the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays. The boxes of food 
we give to those less fortunate 
are an outreach ministry. 
Please remember us when 
you are shopping. The most 
immediate need for the basket 
is: 
 

§ A l l  c a n n e d  g o o d s -
especially fruits, vegeta-
bles, soups, sauces, gra-
vies. 

§ Boxed or bagged potatoes, 
rice, noodles. 

§ Cake mixes, frosting, des-
sert mixes. 

§ Pasta-macaroni, spaghetti, 
rigatoni, tomato sauces. 

§ Cereals-boxed, instant oat-
meal, etc. 

§ Pancake mixes and syrup. 
§ Jelly, peanut butter, jello. 
§ Canned  mea ts - tuna , 

salmon, chicken, turkey, 
spam. 

§ Paper towels, toilet paper, 
tissues, bath bars, dish 

§ Detergent, deodorant, 
toothpaste, shampoo. 

§ Salt, sugar, flour. 
 

Please place your grocery 
contributions in the basket lo-
cated in the narthex. 
   Also, for those who wish to 
donate frozen turkeyôs and/or 
hamôs, please contact Karen 
Frey, Donna Cook, or the 
church office to make those 
arrangements. 
   You generosity touches 
many lives. 

Itôs time for the CROP WALK.   This is a yearly effort for caring 
people to raise money for the hungry. We are so blessed com-
pared to many in the world. There is a  poster on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. See Donna Cook for a donation envelope 
(and/or walkers sign-up sheet).  She will be in the narthex be-
tween services. The Walk  will be held, rain or shine, on Sunday, 
Oct. 10. Registration starts at 12:30 and the Walk  begins at 1:30 
from Sovereign Bank Stadium. The donation envelope has a sign
-up sheet inside for walkers to sign up donors. The Walk  can be 
as long as you want, but it is scheduled for 5K. This means if you 
are only able to walk around the stadium, then that constitutes 
your Walk . No one should feel they canôt participate because 
they are unable to walk 5K. Hopefully the weather will be great 
and we can take an hour or two to get some exercise instead of a 
Sunday afternoon nap. 
 
Please help circulate this information and consider walking with 
Donna if you have the time. She will be in the narthex with forms 
on Sundays or can be reached at her home 266-1918. 
 
This is one way the congregation of St. John can participate in a 
community event to help the hungry. We can ask co-workers and 
friends outside of St. John for donations so it doesnôt take away 
from any fund-raising within our church community.  Itôs one way 
of showing care and love to the world.  
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