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From Pastor Cox 

St. John Herald 
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Director of Spiritual GrowthñDenise Wright 

range of issues and products, 
provided information that a ma-
jority of Americans indicate 
some type of spiritual connec-
tion to Easter, but a minority of 
people link Easter to the belief 
in the resurrection of Christ. 
42% of Americans said that the 
meaning of Easter was the res-
urrection of Jesus or that it sig-
nifies Christôs death and return 

(Continued on page 7) 

Dear Friends, 
   Do you feel overwhelmed 
and discouraged at times when 
you listen to the news or read 
the paper? It seems that the 
economic woes continue and 
challenge us greatly to be the 
best stewards of Godôs gifts 
that we can possibly be. Just 
after Easter we saw the tragic 
horror of the mine explosion in 
West Virginia, we hear of 

earthquakes, political upheaval 
in places like Kyrgyzstan, and 
wars and rumors of wars. Sta-
tistics show that fewer and 
fewer people attend church on 
Sunday mornings; it seems 
that our world is changing 
quickly, in ways that we may 
not all consider to be positive. 
   The Barna Group, a private, 
non-partisan organization that 
conducts research on a wide 
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school will sing during wor-
ship.  On May 7, children (and 
adults) will participate in the 
annual Race for Education. 
Please plan to attend to en-
courage the participants! Also, 
thanks for your donations for 
Race for Education! On Satur-
day, May 15 the school will 
host the Spring Fling from 
11:00am - 2:00pm. You are 
encouraged to bring the kids 
and the grandchildren to this 
fun event. Finally, on May 23 
the children in the hand chime 
choir will play at the 8:30 wor-
ship service. 
 
New Members . We will be re-
ceiving new members to the 
congregation on June 6

th
 at 

(Continued on page 10) 

Letôs Talk About é 
 
New Worship Schedule for 
Summer . Recently the board 
of Elders has voted to return to 
the summer worship schedule 
of some years ago. Beginning 
Memorial Day weekend, May 
30, 2010 there will be a single 
worship service at 9:30am 
each Sunday throughout the 
summer months. The worship 
service will be followed by a 
time of fellowship outside im-
mediately following the ser-
vice. The service format will 
vary between our normal 
11:00 and 8:30 formats and 
the Sacrament of Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated 
each Sunday. 

Open House for Our Chris-
tian Day School . Please invite 
friends, neighbors, coworkers 
and relatives with preschool or 
elementary school age children 
to a school open house on 
May 2 from 12:30 ï 2:30pm! 
 
The Rite of Confirmation . 
The Rite of Confirmation is 
scheduled for Sunday, May 9, 
2010 at the 11:00am service. 
Young people completing their 
second year of confirmation 
instruction this spring will be 
confirmed at this service. 
 
Our Christian Day School . 
May will be another exciting 
month at our Christian Day 
School. On the morning of May 
2, at the 11:00 service the pre-
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   All women are invited this spring to come to 
a four week Bible study called ñLoving Well.ò 
One of the most important aspects of our 
Christian walk is learning to love like Jesus. 
This video study with Beth Moore will help us 
to look into Godôs Word for help in loving all 
the people God has for us. Beth writes this, 
ñSome (people) are easy to love. Some are 
difficult to love, and some are humanly impos-
sible to love. God wants to demonstrate His 
might by doing through us what we cannot 
possibly do on our own. He wants us to learn to love all of these 
kinds of people ï and love them well. The only way that we can 
love well is with His love providing the key to how we can love 
them.ò  
   This study will meet on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 ï 11:30 
and Thursday evenings from 7:00 ï 9:00; you choose the time 
that is best for you! The dates are: 
 Session 1: April 20 and 22 
   Session 2: April 27 and 29 
 Session 3: May 4 and 20 
 Session 4: May 18 and 27 
   Come, and be reminded of Godôs great love for you! We will 
never love one another as well as we can until we deepen our 
understanding of Godôs love for us, only He can daily reveal that 
to us.  
   This study will meet in the Fellowship Hall. If you have any 

questions, please see Denise Wright. 

New Bible Study for Women 

   There are only a few 
weeks left of classes for 
everyone and we want to 
encourage you to attend. St. 
John has been blessed to 
have some very dedicated 
and caring Sunday School 
teachers for our children. 
We hope that you will bring 
your young ones so that 
they might learn more of 
their Saviorôs love for them! 
      Sunday School is not 
just for kids! There are three 
classes going on at this time 
for adults and we hope to 
see you in one of them. 
Pastor Cox is giving a New 
Member/Information class 
right now in the Fellowship 
Hall. This is helpful if you 
are new to our congregation 
and wondering what this 
place is all about or if you 
simply would like a refresher 
class on what we believe! 
Pastor Richard Neagley, a 
recently retired LCMS pas-
tor, is teaching a class on 
selected Psalms in the 
Community Room.  ñHave a 
New Kid by Friday,ò is a 
video series with Dr. Kevin 
Leman that is enlightening 
and entertaining all at the 
same time. Denise Wright 
leads this class in the Gym. 
Stay after the early service 
or come in before the late 
service and join us for fel-
lowship and learning! 

Sunday Morning 
Opportunities 

We are looking for the names of your family members who are 
graduating this year. We would like to know about those who are 
graduating from boot camp, high school, certificate programs, 
and college. 
 

Please let the church office know three things: 
 

1. The name of the graduate. 
2. Where they are graduating from. 
3. There plans for the immediate future includ-

ing where they may be attending college, 
what branch of the military they will be with, 
a job they will be starting, marriage, moving, etc.. 

 

Email stjohn-yorkpa@comcast.net or call 840-0382, Monday 
through Friday from 9am-4:30pm. 
 

2010 Graduates! 
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Stewardship Report - Al Oesterreich 

St. John Herald 

STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
 

Report of Offerings  
 

Total general offerings for March: $26,266 
Estimated total general offerings needed for March: $26,944 
March door offerings for Bethesda Lutheran Home: $177 
March memorial donations: $0 
Total general offerings for July 1 ï March 31: $239,501 
Estimated total general offerings needed for July 1 ï March 31: $269,440 
Estimated general offerings needed for May: $33,680 (5 Sundays) 
 
The months of February and March saw the people of St. John Lutheran Church giving financial 
support for their church's mission to a larger extent than for any previous months in the fiscal year 
(July 2009 ï June 2010). While giving is increasing it is still slightly below the estimated need. The 
month of May will present a challenge since the estimated need for a 5-Sunday month is greater 
than for a 4-Sunday month. God has promised to bless the seeds of the gospel that we plant. The 
offerings that we bring allow us to plant more seeds together. May God enable us to continue to in-
crease our support for His work at St. John and in the larger community. 
 

Stewardship of God's Creation  
 

With the return of spring we are reminded of the beauty of God's creation. From the time of Adam 
and Eve to today we have been under God's command to manage His creation. As wise managers 
we are to use God's fantastic resources without abusing them. We can practice conservation and 
preservation as we make our purchases, manage our households, use our natural resources, and 
care for our bodies and minds. 
 
ñThe Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of itò. Genesis 2:15 

 

ñDo you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 

God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.ò  

I Corinthians 6:19&20 

 

Heart Warmers and Birthday Card Shower  
 
A special thank you to all the Heart Warmers at St. John that continue to visit our congregation 
members that cannot attend church. Please consider all the members of St John as Heart Warmers 
by remembering those members with Birthday cards and Thinking of You cards. 
 
On May 19

th
 is Elizabeth Wicke birthday lets shower her with Birthday card. Her address is: 

Assisted Living Room 3920 
PO Box 128 
New Oxford, PA  17350 
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Music Notes - Ken Sanders, Minister of Music 
   The first Sunday in May we 
will have the pre-3 & 4 children 
from our school singing in the 
11:00 service. What a special 
treat! 
    May brings with it two festival 
Sundays. On May 23, we will 
celebrate the festival of Pente-
cost. Then on May 30 we will 
celebrate the Holy Trinity. May 
30 is also the last time the 
Adult Choir will be singing until 
the fall.    
   Summer is just around the 
corner and so I am looking for 
some special music to be 
shared during our worship ser-
vices. This would be for the 
months of June, July and Au-
gust.  If you play an instrument 
or like to sing, please contact 
me.   
   It is not too early to be think-
ing about which hymns you 

would like to be singing this 
summer. During the month of 
May I will be  asking you to use 
the form that you will find below 
and in the narthex to list your 
favorite hymns and hand it in 
so your selections can be used 
during the Sundays in June, 
July and August. You will find 
the forms in a blue box properly 
marked ñSummer Hymns.ò You 
may also put your filled in forms 
back into the ñblueò box.  
Please use the new hymnal.  
Remember, LSB is a culmina-
tion of ñThe Lutheran Hymnal-
1941,ò Lutheran Worship,ò and 
the ñWorship Suppliment-98.ò If 
you choose hymns from other 
hymnals or songbooks, I will 
have to check if we have the 
license to cover the printing of 
them in the worship folder. 

St. John Herald 

Each month 
we invite all 
women to 
come to a 
ñLadiesô Night 
Outò at 

Hossôs Steak and Seafood in 
East York when we especially 
celebrate the birthdays of the 
month. Thursday, May 6

th
 at 

6pm is our next gathering and 
we hope that you will come! 
We order from the menu; an 
18% gratuity is included on 
each check. There is birthday 
cake for everyone! When you 
arrive at Hossôs, just tell them 
that you are with the group 
from St. John and they will 
show you to the room. You do 
not need to place an order at 
the front desk. Check the list 
of May birthdays in the May 
Herald and help us to espe-
cially invite those special 
women! Be sure to sign up in 
the narthex! 

Happy Birthday 
Girlfr iends! 

Favorite Summer Hymns ð2010 
 

Fill out the form with your favorite hymns from this source: 
  

Lutheran Service Book 
 

Then place the form in the container on the table in the narthex. 
 
Favorite hymns of ___________________________ 
                                                (name) 
Hymn name                                                  Hymn number  
 
____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

   Attention Youth Grades 5-
8....Save the Date....Sunday 
evening, May 16th for our 
"V.V.V." activity night to be 
held at the church.   Watch 
your e-mail, the Youth Bulletin 
Board, and the Weekly Herald 
for further information.  Here's 
a clue to what we'll be doing:  
We'll be "paying it forward" for 
those who donated the furni-
ture in the youth room, eating, 
and hopefully playing a fun 
sport outside. 

Youth Activity 



Page 5  

 

   The 59
th
 Annual National Day of Prayer will take 

place on Thursday, May 6, 2010. Many events are 
scheduled throughout our country to observe this spe-
cial day. The theme for this year is ñPrayer for Such a 
Time as This,ò based on the verse from Nahum 1:7 
which states, ñThe LORD is good, a refuge in times of 
trouble. He cares for those who trust in Him.ò Ideas are 
being considered at this time for some kind of obser-
vance at St. John on May 6

th
; watch the weekly an-

nouncements for information. 
   The following is the Prayer for the National Day of 
Prayer by Franklin Graham, the 2010 Honorary Chair-
man 
 
Lord, 

We are thankful for the abundant blessings You have bestowed on America.  Our forefathers looked to You as 

Protector, Provider, and the Promise of hope.  But we have wandered far from that firm foundation.  May we 

repent for turning our backs on Your faithfulness. We pray that this great nation will be restored by Your for-

giveness. From bondage, You grant freedom. Through Your own sacrifice, You offer salvation. From the state 

of despair, You offer peace. From the bounties of Heaven, You have blessed ï not because of our goodness ï 

but by Your grace. You have given us freedom to worship You in spirit and in truth as Your holy Word in-

structs.  May our lives honor You in word and deed.  May our nation acknowledge that all good things come 

from the Father above. President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed that our nation should set apart a day for na-

tional prayer to confess our sins and transgressions in sorrow, ñyet with assured hope that genuine repen-

tance will lead to mercy and pardoné announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those 

nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord.ò ñWe have vainly imagined in the deceitfulness of our own 

hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our owné we have be-

come too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God 

who made us!  It behooves us thené to confess our national sins and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.ò 

Help us to pray earnestly for our president and leaders who govern, that they will humble themselves and seek 

Your guidance so that everything we do will shine the light of Your glory in a darkened world. May our 

prayers as a people and a nation be heard and blessed for such a time as this.  We make this plea in faith, be-

lieving in the mighty name of Jesus our Lord. Amen 

National Day of PrayerñMay 6 
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Our youth continue to raise 
money for the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans this 
summer.   This life-changing 
event will give our youth the op-
portunity to focus on the words of 
John 20:31: ñBut these things are 
written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name.ò  Our 
May fundraisers are as follows:  
  
¶ May 7 th we will host a spa-

ghetti dinner. Please watch 
the weekly Herald for details 
as the date approaches! 

¶ May 20th will be our Isaacôs 
fundraiser. This is an excel-
lent and easy way to help 
support our youth.  If you dine 
at Isaacôs in South York be-
tween 5 p.m. and 9 p.m., 
Isaacôs will donate 25% of 
your check to our group. You 
need a flyer, but they are 
easy to get ï just see one of 
our youth or talk to the 
Carelle, Himes, Holland, 
Ross, Schreiber, Snyder, or 
Ward families. 

¶ May 22nd we will have a car 
wash at the Metro Bank on 
the corner of S. Queen St. 
and St. Charles Way between 
9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Bring your 
car in for a wash and support 
our youth! 

¶ June 5 th we will have a pan-
cake breakfast. More details 
to come! 

  
Of course, we wish to thank the 
congregation for their ongoing 
support of our youth as they pre-
pare for this once in a lifetime 
opportunity. Your financial sup-
port is appreciated, but we also 
greatly appreciate your prayers 
for these young people.   

Youth Groupñ
National Youth 
Gathering 2010 

~~~~ VBS Decorating Needs List ~~~~  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Saddle Ridge Ranch,  

Weõll Be Roundõn Up Questions &  

Driveõn Home Answers fer the lilõuns  

We sher could use yer help  

in roundõn up some  

decorateõn  materials!  

~ Donõt ferget to put yer name on ôem so we can 

be shur to return ôem ~  

~~ And keep in mind that we will only  

use ôem fer decoratõn ~~  

& they wonõt be actually used by the lilõuns  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Ý Saddles  

Ý Ropes ð western lariats, twine, hemp ropes  

Ý Cowboy Boots  

Ý Cowboy Hats  

Ý Spurs, Chaps, Cowboy Vests, Etc.  

Ý Horse Tack  

Ý Horse Shoes  

Ý Straw Bales ð We could use as many as we can get. Please 

let us know if you want them back as bales, as we can use 

both bales and loose straw.  

Ý Wagon Wheel (s)  

Ý Kerosene Lanterns ~ preferred empty of fuel if possible  

Ý Camp Fire Logs & Rocks for a Campfire Ring ~ 
won t be burned  

Ý Wooden Saw Horse or Fencing  

Ý Anything Else òWesternó  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Please contact Lana Schafer, Lisa Cox or Bev 

Shellenberger if you can help. We will have a bin 

for items in the narthex in June for donated/

borrowed items.  

 

THANKS FER MAKEõN THIS A  

ROOTõN TOOTõN GREAT VBS!!  

 
**registration form elsewhere in this publication**  
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Mayõs Door 
Offering 

    Mayôs Door Offering will benefit 
The Lutheran Hour ministry, a 
Christian outreach ministry sup-
porting churches worldwide in its 
mission of Bringing Christ to the 
Nationsðand the Nations to the 
Church. LHM produces Christian 
radio and TV programming, as 
well as Internet and print commu-
nications, dramas, music, and 
outreach materials, to reach 
those who need Christ through-
out the world.  
   The ushers will be in the nar-
thex after worship on the second 
Sunday of each month with 
baskets for you to place your of-
fering. Throughout the rest of the 
month you are invited to use the 
ñMulti-purposeò envelopes lo-
cated in the pew racks. Please be 
sure to mark the envelope ñDoor 
Offeringò so that it is credited cor-
rectly. 
 

St. John Herald 

to life. One out of every 50 adults (2%) said that they would de-
scribe Easter as the most important holiday of their faith. Our 
country has changed. No longer do most people get up and go to 
church on Sunday mornings. More and more people do not know 
Jesus. Moral standards have changed dramatically. What would 
God have us do?    
   When we look at the problems of our times, we can easily find 
ourselves overwhelmed and discouraged, but when we focus on 
our God, who created the universe and all that is in it, we can 
move to a place of confident trust. He invites us to come with 
confidence to His throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:16) It is no accident 
that God has placed us in His world at this time; may we always 
seek His will and be willing to be used by Him for His good pur-
poses. There are many around us who donôt yet know the good 
news, letôs join together in prayer and conversation about how we 
might share with them! 
   Let me encourage you to take some time, especially on the Na-
tional Day of Prayer on May 6

th
, to pray for our country. What 

comfort we have in knowing that God hears our every prayer and 
promises to never, ever forsake us! (Hebrews 13:5) Letôs keep 
our eyes on Him! 

In Christ,   Denise Wright 

(Continued from page 1) 

Director of Spiritual Growth - Denise Wright 

Suggestions/Ideas for Improving St. John Church or School                                                  Date ____________________ 

 

 

Your Name (optional) ____________________________________________________  Phone __________________ 

 

Are you a Member  ___  or Visitor ___ ?    Your Age Range:  0-17_____ 18-29_____30-39_____40-49_____50+_____ 

 

What Service do you attend ?  830 AM _____   11AM _____ 

 

 

What brought you to St. John?  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you like about St. John?  (     ) Sunday School   (     ) Worship  (      ) Friendliness  (      ) Other (please specify)  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Do you have any suggestions for improvement? ______________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for your input!                                                                                                                             Evangelism Board 2010 
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St. John Herald 

Our 12th annual Race for Educa-

tion is scheduled for Friday May 

7th. Students will walk or jog 

around a 1/4 mile area as many 

times as they are able for one full 

hour.  Each participant will raise 

funds by asking sponsors to con-

tribute a one time tax deductible 

donation based on the laps completed or a flat single donation.  

This event is an extremely important fundraiser for our school.  

The money raised from this event will be used to continue the 

much needed financial aid program here at St. John Lutheran 

School and will also be used to keep our computer lab up to date.  

Race for Education Day May 7th  

Spring Fling and 
Chicken BBQ 

   The Spring Fling and 
Chicken BBQ is the biggest 
and best community wide 
event the PTL hosts all year 
and with everyone's help, it will 
be successful enough to finish 
our air conditioning project!!!      
   This is shaping up to be one 
of our biggest and best Spring 
Fling's ever! PTL has planned 
a lot of games and crafts for 
our children to participate in, 
several area mascots will be in 
attendance, the balloon girl will 
return, and our bounce house 
will be dug out of storage.  
   One of our newest additions 
to Spring Fling is a PRIZE TA-
BLE!! In past years a prize 
was given at each game, this 
year PTL has splurged and 
bought lots of really cool 
prizes! At the games the chil-
dren will now win prize tickets 
and will be able to cash them 
in at the prize table!   
   In order to pull off 
this exciting day we need at 
least 70 hours of volunteer 
service! Please consider vol-
unteering 1 or 2 hours on May 
15th!  
   As with everything we do, 
the event will be both afford-
able and fun for your whole 
family. So, go ahead and invite 
the grandparents, aunts, un-
cles, cousins, neighbors and 
friends.  We want to see the 
whole gang! Mark your calen-
dars for May 15th the fun lasts 
from 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM! 
Don't forget to bring your cam-
eras! 

May 2 Pre School Sings @ 11:00AM Service 
May 2 St John Lutheran School  
 Open House 12:30PM -  2:30PM (tell your friends!) 
May 3-7 Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 3-7 Book Fair 
May 7 Race for Education 
May 14 Track and Field Day - No Lunch  
 Served (pack a sack lunch & beverage) 
May 15 Spring Fling & Chicken BBQ 

May Calendar 

On Saturday, June 12, St. 
John Lutheran PTL will be 
hosting a Community Yard 
Sale.  Spaces are available for 
$15.  Please bring your own 
tables.  Bring your appetites 
as well, we will be selling pit 
beef sandwiches, hot dogs 
and hamburgers.  Please con-
tact Schnell at 855-7893 to re-
serve a space.  

PTL Yard Sale - June 12th 
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MORE SCHOOL NEWSñKen Sanders and Sharon Hennig 
It is hard to believe that we are in the last month of school.  Where did the time go?  There 

are many activities that the whole school will be involved in this month. First is our annual ñRace for 
Educationò on Friday May 7. Then the following Friday we will have our Track and Field Day.  he day 
after that, May 15, is the annual ñSpring Flingò sponsored by PTL. Come join us for these end of the 
year events. 

 
Pre-3 Class  
 We are finishing out our school year by completing our weekly focus on each letter of the al-
phabet during the month of May. We are going to have an ice cream party to celebrate our success-
ful year. The boys and girls are looking forward to singing in church for the last time this year. They 
will participate in the 11:00 service on May 2. 
 

Pre-4 Class  
 We are ending our study of the individual letters of the alpha-
bet with ñYò and ñZ.ò We will then review the entire alphabet. The 
number that we are learning about is ñ9.ò  Thanks to PTL, we will be 
going on a field trip. We will be joining pre ï three on May 2 to sing 
in church.  During the last half of May we will have our end of the 
year celebration. We are gearing up for kindergarten next school 
year. 

 
Kindergarten  
 At the end of April, we took a trip to Nixon Park. This month, May, we will be going to Perry-
dell Dairy Farm. A member of Metro Bank will be in the kindergarten room to talk to the students 
about saving money. The students have started addition in math class. 
 
First & Second Grade  
 The first graders are busy counting money in math class. They are finding it tricky to jump 
from counting by tens when using dimes to counting by fives when using nickels. Both the first and 
second graders are enjoying their study of solids, liquids, and gasses in science. We have experi-
mented and found out that air does have weight and take up space; thus it may be classified as mat-
ter. 
 
Third & Fourth Grade  
 Both the third and fourth grade classes have been working on ñenvirothonò which is science 
related. They have been learning about aquatics, forestry, wildlife and issues in our environment.  
On April 30, the two classes went to the Renaissance Faire grounds for ñGreat Green America.ò  
Then ,for our end of the year field trip, we will be going to Lake Tobias Wildlife Park. 
 

 
 
Fifth & Sixth Grade  
 We will be joining grades three and four when they go to the 
ñGreat Green Americaò day and Lake Tobias Wildlife Park. We will 
be going on an overnight trip to Black Rock Retreat Center for 
ñoutdoor education.ò Third and fourth grade will be joining us. We 
will be involved in science and religious related activities.   

St. John Herald 


