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A Very Important New Year’s Resolution. A great habit to adopt in 2011 would be to read 
through the Bible. This year I am going back to the Today’s Light Bible from Concordia Pub-
lishing House. This Bible offers daily Bible reading and daily devotional material all in one 
book. It can be ordered through Christian book stores or from www.CPH.org . It is a little ex-
pensive, so if you want one and can’t afford it please let me know – there are a few copies 
available around church. 
 
50 plus! Bible Study. The 50 plus! Bible Study will return for 2011 beginning January 6

th
 at 

10:30am. The 50 plus! Bible Study meets every 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursday at 10:30am in the Fel-

lowship Hall – everyone is welcome. 
 
The Rite of Confirmation. The Rite of Confirmation is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, 
May 22, 2011 at the 11:00am service. Young people completing their second year of confir-
mation instruction this spring will be confirmed at this service. 
 
The Annual Acolyte Training and Pizza Party. It’s time to train a new group of young peo-
ple to serve God and his Church by acolyting. If you are a young person about 10 years old 
or older please consider this opportunity for service. The pizza party will start about 12:15pm 
on Sunday, January 30, 2011 and will end at about 1:30pm. Games and pizza will be in the 
Youth Room while smaller groups will go to the sanctuary for training. This is great way for a 
young person to become active in his or her church. If you are a parent of a youth that age 
please encourage him or her to become an acolyte. This is also a great opportunity for a 
“refresher course” if you are presently an acolyte (and you like pizza!) 
 
Christmas decorations etc. Thanks to all who worked so hard decorating the church. You 
certainly lived up to a long tradition of helping to create a special, worshipful atmosphere for 
this Christmas season. Thanks also to those who worked so hard purchasing, collecting, as-
sembling, and distributing the Giving Tree presents. And, as always, thanks to the Board of 
Social Concerns for helping families in need with food and other assistance. 
 
Another New Year’s Resolution. 
Another great habit for the new year is to begin listening to Christian radio. My favorite radio 
station is WJTL (FM 90.3). Others like WDAC (FM 94.5). Either will help you keep in touch 
with the Christian Church and strengthen your faith throughout the week. 
 
Communications. (Please see “Church Council Meeting” later in this publication) 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.CPH.org
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Director of Spiritual Growth—Denise Wright 
Dear Friends, 
   A New Year! Did some of you receive a new calendar as a Christmas gift? Whether 2010 was a 
joy-filled year for you or one that was filled with disappointments, isn’t it hopeful to think about a new 
and fresh beginning? Although there may not seem to be all that many visible changes in any of our 
life situations between December 31, 2010 and January 1, 2011, can we see changing the calendar 
and beginning a new year as symbolic of the new life that our God gives us every day?  
   I would like to encourage you to spend some time reading Lamentations chapter 3 as we begin 
this new year. Verses 1 – 20 recount the turmoil and pain in our lives that are a result of our sinful 
condition, and then we get to the most wonderful word of hope that begins in verse 21. Please read 
along with me for just a bit: 
19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. 20 I well remember them, 
and my soul is downcast within me. 21 Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope; 22 Because 
of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23 They are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will 
wait for him.” 25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; 26 it is 
good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 
   What good news! What hope we have! I want to wish you a new year filled with God’s best bless-

ings! I want to encourage you to seek Him diligently in His Word and in prayer! He promises that 

when we seek Him with all of our heart, we will find Him! How good He is – all the time! 

St. John Herald 

The Art of Marriage – February 11-12, 2011 

St. John will be offering a special weekend for couples called, “The Art of Marriage,” a brand new 
program from Family Life Today. This organization has for many years provided “Weekend to Re-
member” conferences which have been held all across the country close to Valentine’s Day week-
end each year. They have now designed a new video based program featuring many different 
speakers and the hope is to have over 1000 churches participate on February 11-12, 2011. The 
weekend at St. John will begin with a dinner for couples on Friday at 5:30 pm. 
An opening session will follow and the evening will close at 9:00 pm. The 
times for Saturday are 9:00 am – 3:00 pm; a continental breakfast and lunch 
will be provided. The cost has been changed to $60 per couple instead of 
$50. Childcare will be provided. More information and registration forms will be 
available soon; please mark your calendars now! Do all that you can to rear-
range your work schedules so that you can attend! Your marriage is your most 
important human relationship – make some time to care for this most important gift from God! 

Thank you to Tracey, our Church Secretary! 
 
Since December 12, 1995, Tracey Utermahlen has 
been a faithful servant and employee of St. John 
Lutheran Church as our Church Secretary. Please 
set aside the Sunday evening of January 30

th
 at 

5:30pm to join us in honoring her at Hoss’s Steak 
and Seafood House on East Market Street. More 
details will be shared in the coming weeks. 
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   GriefShare is a support group for people who are grieving. We have begun this ministry at St. John 
this fall and will be continuing it throughout the year. The program is made up of 13 video presenta-
tions. The videos feature top experts on grief recovery, dramatic reenactments about living with grief 
and real-life stories of people who have experienced losses like yours. The group is sponsored by 
people who understand what you are experiencing and want to offer you comfort and encourage-
ment during this difficult time. Each Grief Share session allows time for group discussion. (If you are 
not ready to share, that’s fine too! Just come and listen.)    
   There is no time limit on grieving; this group is not limited to people who have lost a loved one just 
recently. Your loss may have been a number of years ago and this may be just the right time for you 
to try a group like this. Any member of our congregation who is interested in this opportunity is in-
vited to come, as well as anyone from our community. Please share this information with any friends 
or neighbors of yours who are grieving. Please know that you are welcome to attend with a grieving 
family member or friend.  
   Watch the weekly bulletin for information about the beginning of a new session. It will most likely 

be in late January or early February. Please see Denise Wright with any questions or you can e-mail 

her at Denisedsg@comcast.net if that is easier for you. We look forward to sharing this ministry with 

those who are hurting.  

 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday Worship Service 

9:30 am 
 

  

web site: www.StJohnYorkPA.com 

 

Church office:  ..................... 717.840.0382 

Church fax:  ......................... 717.840.1845 

Ch. Email: ..... stjohn-yorkpa@comcast.net 

School office:  ...................... 717.755.4779 

Sch. Email: .. stjohnlutheranschool@comcast.net 

 

Pastor: 

Rev. Patrick J. Cox .... pstpjc@comcast.net 

 

Director of Spiritual Growth: 

Denise Wright ...... denisedsg@comcast.net 

 

Minister of Music 

Ken Sanders .... ksanders333@comcast.net 

 

Support Staff 

Church Secretary ........ Tracey Utermahlen 

Janitor .................................. Phillip Simon 

 

The Hands of a Woman 
 

Have you ever thought about the many different things you do 

with your hands? What is the condition of your hands? Are your 

hands suffering from the cold dry 

air of this season? Are they 

rough and cracked? Do they 

show signs of hard work and ne-

glect? Later in January (date to 

be determined) there will be a 

gathering for women where we 

will look at our hands and the 

work of our hands according to 

God’s Word as well as learn 

some practical things about tak-

ing care of our hands. Watch the 

weekly bulletin for more informa-

tion about the date and time!  

mailto:Denisedsg@comcast.net
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The Youth Group is open to our St John Lutheran youth in grades 5 - 12.  We meet 2nd Sundays each month 
from 6-8 pm, with special service and fundraising events tossed in between.  As always, friends are welcome 
to any event. 
 
A "CHILI / CHILLY" Youth Group event will be held January 9th.  We promise to warm you up then cool you 
down.   
 

 HOT - We'll start off with some hot chili (actually you will be able to make it as spicy as you wish) 

after the 11 am church service (so plan on about noon)  in the fellowship room at church.  

 COLD - At about 1:15 we'll pack into some cars and head to the York City Ice Arena by 1:30 for 

skating during their open public skating from 1:45 to 3:45.   As long as we have 15 people, the cost 
of admission is only $3.50 and skate rentals are $1.50 (you are welcome to bring your own skates 
if you have them).  Don't worry if you've never skated - it's an easy thing to learn - easier than 
roller skating many people say! 

 

A signup sheet is posted on the Youth Bulletin Board outside Denise Wright's office.  Please sign up so we 
can plan accordingly or e-mail Lana at schaferfam@verizon.net .   
 

 PARENTS & FRIENDS ARE WELCOME !! 

 Any questions, contact Lana Schafer (a native of Cold Minnesota and a fan of very Hot Chili) 
 

Other winter events will be announced later, but February 13th open on your calendars! 
  

Youth Leaders/contacts:  
Lana Schafer, 600-0283 schaferfam@verizon.net   

& Julia Caralle 309-5644 jcaralle@comcast.net 

St. John Herald 

Music for a Winter Afternoon! 
 

Please join us in the Fellowship  
Hall on Sunday, January 9

th
 at  

3:00pm for a concert of seasonal  
music performed by Stacey Burwick.  
You won’t want to miss this delightful  
time of classical music  played by  
Stacey on her flute and her violin!  
Stacey is in her final year of college  
and will be student teaching in  
Indiana, PA during this next semester.  
Her hope is to teach music!  
We appreciate her willingness to  
share her gift of music with us! 

mailto:schaferfam@verizon.net
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             School                            Dates 
 

Sunday, January 23, 2011 from 1-3pm 
and 

Sunday, February 6, 2011 from 1-3pm 
 

The St. John Lutheran School Board has announced the above two dates for times of OPEN 
HOUSE and are looking forward to welcoming the congregation family and friends and the commu-
nity to discover what St. John School can offer their children. We encourage you to share this infor-
mation with your neighbors, family, and friends who have young children. Tours are available 
throughout the week, by appointment, as well. More information will become available soon.  
 

St. John Lutheran School, 2580 Mt. Rose Ave., York, PA 17402 
717.755.4779 

St. John Herald 

01 Tanya Pelka  
03 Kelly Smith  

04 Arthur Klahold  
04 Charlie Wiegandt  
04 Nathaniel Gunnet  

04 Jordan Kline  
06 Jennifer Menges  

07 Hans Abendschoen  
08 Doris Givens  

08 Ben Ward  
09 William Peters  

10 Mabel Buttorff (100th) 
11 Wayne Wiese  

11 Matthew Peters  
12 Jennifer Gunnet  

13 Ron Bodien  
14 Jamie Mitchell  
17 Harry Barnhart  

17 Bob Fink Jr. 
17 Lana Schafer  

18 Anna Dellinger  
19 Ruth Martin  

20 Hans vonLange  
20 Sandy Bortner  

20 Gary Fissel  
21 Donald Myers  
21 Terry York Sr 
21 Seth Caralle  

26 Bev Shellenberger  
29 Paige Grossman  

 

January’s 
DOOR  

OFFERING 
 
   January’s Door Offering will 
be accepted today and given 
to the missionary work of Na-
than Burke and his wife. The 
Burkes minister to orphans 
through Church Resource 
Ministries who place mission-
aries around the world.   
    We ask that you give gener-
ously and joyfully. The ushers 
will collect your door offering 
as you exit the sanctuary the 
second Sunday (of each 
month). Please know that you 
may contribute to the door of-
fering anytime throughout the 
month by using the multi-
purpose envelope in the pews. 
Be sure to mark it “door offer-
ing” so that it will be credited 

   On January 10, 2011, 
Mabel Buttorff will be 100 
years old. Mabel has been a 
life long member of St. John 
through our downtown 
mother church, at First St. 
John’s and St. John. She 
was educated through St. 
John and continued with that 
education by attending Bible 
Studies regularly throughout 
her adult life. Several years 
ago, Mabel moved to the Au-
tumn House.  
   Mabel is our oldest living 
member and we wish to re-
member her by showering 
her with birthday cards. How 
generous it would be for you 
to take a few minutes to 
cheer a dear sweet woman 
on her special day! Please 
feel free to mail her a card to: 
 

Mabel Buttorff 
2618 E. Market St. H-2 
York, PA  17402-2411 
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St. John Herald 

Music Notes - Ken Sanders, Minister of Music 

   Happy New Year!  May God bless your coming year.   

   I would like to thank the choir for helping to lead the congregation in the Advent Lessons 

and Carols, and for the fine job they did on Christmas Eve.  Thank you Bob Kilgore for shar-

ing your gift of music with us through the solo you sang of  “O Holy Night.”  Thanks also to 

Miss Holland for a fine job playing her oboe during the pre-service music on Christmas Eve. 

   I would also like to thank the congregation for the gift.  It will be put to good use. 

   The choir is now beginning the second half of their “season.”  This part takes us up to June 

and includes Lent and Easter.  If you have been considering joining the choir, now would be a 

good time.  Make it a part of your new year’s resolutions.  Remember, we meet on Wednes-

days from 7:15 until 8:30. 

FREE Pilates Mat Class begins January 17th 
 
   Did you know that at least 50% of Americans will set their New Years Resolution revolving around 
weight loss and improving their overall fitness level??? More shocking research shows that more 
than $45 billion is spent annually on weight loss gimmicks which don’t result in weight reduction.   
If you are in this spectrum or you just want to improve your overall well being, take advantage of a 
FREE Pilates mat class beginning 2011!!! Conducted by a certified pi-
lates instructor and licensed physical therapist: 

 3
rd

 Monday of the Month beginning January 17th 
 6:30pm-7:30pm 

 
   Pilates is an exercise regimen targeted for every fitness level and age 
which integrates principles of relaxation, concentration, control, breath-
ing and stamina to strengthen the overall core of your body resulting in 
increased strength and overall muscle tone. 
 
   Please be on the look out for a health history and waiver release form available on St. John web-
site or in the narthex.  Please fill these forms out and place them in the pilates box in the narthex.  
Please bring an exercise mat if you have one available. 

Special Thanks! From The Christian Education Committee 

The Christian Education committee would like to thank all of the Sunday School children and 

youth for working so hard on this year’s Christmas Eve program. You all did a wonderful job and 

we are so blessed to have been able to enjoy your talents! We would also like to thank all of 

the Sunday School teachers and Ken Sanders for working so hard with the children on Sun-

day’s, to help them learn the songs and their parts for the service. Finally, we would like to 

thank the parents for sharing your children with us on Sunday mornings. They are such a joy to 

have in class and we cherish each one.  
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Church Council Meeting (summarized) 
December 14, 21010 

 

Meeting opened at 7:09 pm with devotions by Denise 
 

Members Present: Mike Singley, Jerry Cook, Denise Wright, Eric Gunnet, Dave Rhan, Lisa Schreiber, Walt 
Jeffers, Sue Burwick, Diane Imler and Jen Harlacher 
 

Boards requiring action: Elders and Social Concerns  
 

Elders: 
 Presenting a motion to Council to permanently install a projector screen in the sanctuary. The screen pur-

chased for the fellowship hall may be better suited to use in the sanctuary. There has been discussion in 
Elders for the past 2 years in regards to installing a screen to enhance worship. This will need to be pre-
sented and approved through Voter’s. The screen may be used to show music lyrics, gospel lessons, and 
to assist with Pastor’s message especially to create a more contemporary service at 11:00am. Motion to 
present installing screen at the next regular Voter’s Meeting passed 

 Two people have been added to the shut-in list. 
Social Concerns: 
 Proposing to develop a community outreach program through the Red Cross who is willing to coach So-

cial Concerns. The outreach would collect gently used clothing and small home appliances and when 
there are victims who have suffered a life disaster etc. can come and pick out items of necessity. Diane 
has talked with Dawn to see if there is a side room off the school stage available for use. Council would 
like for Social Concerns to have a concrete plan including contact people who will assist with this program 
before bringing it to vote. 

 Two members of the congregation whose house burned have received a total of $800 in gift cards to date. 
She was extremely touched. The door offering this weekend generated $700 with Thrivent providing a 
$300 match. 

 Provided a funeral meal. 
 Holiday Food Boxes-6 families 

 Giving Tree 

 Evangelism gave $105 to pay for after school care for 3 school families in need. 
Director of Spiritual Growth: 
 Women’s fellowship this Sunday 12/18/10 

 Reinforced having time set aside to dedicate to the Word 

 Continue to attend Sunday School-especially the leadership 

 Marriage Weekend in February 

 How can we reach our neighborhoods? We need to be hospitable and we can use the fellowship room in 
this area but we need to develop policies for use of this room. Sharing and helping is a way for us to reach 
out and develop their spiritual growth. 

Finance: 
 We were sent an invitation from the South East District on a conference for expense equalization pro-

grams for growth, equipping, fellowship and learning. Deferring at this time. 
 We have gotten past some difficult times and have built up some small funds including that we have been 

paying accepted share. All committees have been maintaining their expenses. 
 Roberto Rivera’s father in law graciously looked at the roof and is going to present us with options and a 

rough estimate what the cost of repair would be for each option. 
 There will be a financial shortfall in the school this fiscal year and all contingencies will be used up. Fi-

nance has met with school board and they are to meet in February to determine what will happen next 
year. 

SSAC: 
 “Noah’s Arc committee”-Lisa, Walt, Bud, Jerry, Adelaide Ward, Mark Chidester, Nancy Kilgore, Kathy 

Weiss, Samantha Webb, Amy Walton, Connie Reed, and Pastor comprise this committee. 
 Discussed an aggressive calendar. February 1st was set as a target to get us going. School Board has 2 

open houses in January. Concern was raised that the school would not have the necessary information 
for tuition prices and available grades for the open houses as well as concern with rearranging dates al-
ready set for deadlines given by SSAC. Much discussion ensued about moving the deadline to March. 
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Open houses are currently set for January 23rd and February 6th. Parent meetings are set for January10th 
and 13th to present to them several available options and obtain their feedback to determine which pack-
age and grades they could feasibly offer. Conclusion made to go forward with the established dates and 
to follow the suggestion that SSAC gave us as best as we can do put forth a good faith effort in order to 
obtain the results and changes we need despite the possibility of change. There have been many people 
that have put in countless time and effort to make this successful. 

 Meeting with School Board and Finance to occur on February 8th before Council and then plan to set a 
special Voter’s Meeting for the end of February. 

 Sally Hiller stated we need to figure the cost to educate a student with the given of having 20 kids per 1 
teacher. 

 Walt, Bud and Lisa are going to meet to determine cost per pupil 
 SSAC committee will meet January 5th to gather information to work out various scenarios to give the par-

ents. 
 January 10th and 13th we will present options to the parents to get a feel for their level of commitment 

based on the scenarios. 
 SSAC meeting cancelled this week due to inclement weather hoping to reschedule with SSAC in the be-

ginning of January. 
Evangelism: 
 Discussed with Margaret Winemiller how to subsidize Carry Out to Campus. The boxes were very costly 

to ship so she has been sending gift cards. Dave helping to umbrella Carry Out to Campus under Evan-
gelism. 

Fellowship: 
 They have had people volunteer to prepare soup and bread for the Advent dinners. 
 Looking to plan a strictly social event in March to get to know each other. 
Stewardship 
 Stewardship would like to highlight each ministry within the church to inform members of ways they can 

become involved. 
 They have had some feedback on the survey forms. Some people have stated that they would have 

signed up but “I did not know what the words meant” or I have signed up but I haven’t been called. Dis-
cussed describing the committees and projects on the handouts. The ministry highlights proposed by 
Stewardship will help to clear those issues. 

School Board 
 Appeal letter sent out. 
 Survey sent to parents requesting their intentions for next year 
 A tuition letter was sent to all school families reminding them they are suppose to pay by the 20th of the 

month. A total of 23 out of 36 school families have not been paying on time. An incentive was given to be 
entered for a drawing for two free tickets to Avalanche Express for those families that have paid on time. 

 Meeting with Mrs. Hennig to discuss the before and after school program and the new prepay program to 
eliminate the deficit that has occurred in the past. There was a note in the Herald that stated there was 
day care available during the week of December 20th for $20 per 10 ½ hour day or $10 for half day. The 
current rate for before/after school care is $3.50 per hour. Sharon has used the above rate for years how-
ever School Board has instructed her of the new rate which was approved previously and would need to 
be used for all future child care rendered. 

 The old church computer was given to Dawn in the school office 

 There haven’t been a lot of back collections received to go back to the Development Fund. 
 Current School Board members are Terry Hinckley, Sylvia Gibson, Ben Shellenberger, Amy Sindlinger, 

Nancy Kilgore, Kathy Weiss and Sue Burwick. 
 Regular Voter’s Meeting: January 23rd 2011. 
 January 30th is the tentative date for the appreciation dinner for Tracey’s 15 years of ministry at Hoss’s. 
President’s Report 
 Jerry thanked everyone for their service, support and commitment during the past 2 years he has served 

as Council President. Eric will be taking over in 2011. 
 Pilates Exercise class being offered free of charge on the 3rd Monday of the month from 6:30-7:30pm. 
 
Denise close the meeting with prayer at 9:47pm 
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Stewardship Notes - Al Oesterreich 
Total Stewardship 

A stewardship definition commonly used throughout The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod is this: 

“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God's family, the church, in man-

aging all of life and life's resources for God's purposes.” 

 

Free and Joyous Activity While being good stewards or managers of God's gifts is a responsibility of all 

Christians it is also free and joyous. It is not necessary for salvation. We are freed from the  

sentence that sin has placed upon man. This freedom changes our attitude, our outlook on life and our way of 

life. It brings back joy, hope and optimism. We can't help but live a life of joyful service even when confronted 

with tough, unwelcome situations. 

 

Child of God and God's Family, the Church One of God's great gifts is the fellowship and support that He 

provides for us as members of His family. We are not alone. We have brothers and sisters in Christ. We can 

count on their help, and we want to help them.  

 

Managing All of Life and Life's Resources What a privilege to have the freedom to manage the resources 

God provides for us! We get to make so many decisions about how we use our bodies, our talents, our money, 

our environment and many other gifts from God – so many decisions, in fact, that we need to pray for help in 

making them and carrying them out. 

 

God's Purposes This is the key. When we keep this in mind it is easier to make the management 

decisions, and it is easier to carry them out. Life then becomes a joyful response! 

 

May God bless our joyful responses in the new year that he has given us. 

 

Help Wanted 

Who?    Children who want to serve their Lord and His church 

How?    By becoming an acolyte for the Sunday services, especially at 11:00 a.m. 

Qualifications?  Willingness to be trained 

Apply to?   Pastor Cox 

 

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many 

expressions of thanks to God” 2 Corinthians 9: 12 

 

Report of Offerings 

Total general offerings for November: $23,181 

Estimated total general offerings needed for November: $24,272 

November offerings for LCMS World Relief: $554 

November memorial donations: $0 

November building donations: $0 

November financial aid for school: $82 

Total general offerings for July 1 – November 30: $128,597 

Estimated total general offerings needed for July 1 – November 30: $133,496 

Estimated total general offerings needed for January (5 Sundays): $30,340 

 

Offerings for the fiscal year (July 1 – November 30) are $4,899 (3.7%) less than the estimated need and $1,205 

(0.9%) less than last fiscal year. 

St. John Herald 
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