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St. John Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

February, 2011 www.StJohnYorkPA.com 

Let’s Talk About ... 
 

Annual Marriage Weekend. The Art of Marriage brings a fresh approach to a video event by weaving 
together some of the following elements to help couples fully experience God‟s design for marriage:  
 engaging stories 

 real-life testimonies 

 man-on-the-street interviews 

 humorous vignettes 

It will be held Friday and Saturday, February 11-12th. Please see much more information elsewhere in this 
Monthly Herald.  
 
Also take a look at the web site by clicking: http://www.familylife.com/site/c.dnJHKLNnFoG/b.6149579/
k.EA2E/The_Art_of_Marriage.htm. 
 
Our Christian Day School. Lutheran Schools week be celebrated March 6th – 11th. The school children 
will be singing at the 11:00 service on March 6th. 
 
Weather related cancellations etc. This is just a note to tell you that I do my best to keep the greeting on 
the answering machine up-to-date with any information about cancellations due to the weather. If you are 
in doubt about a service, class, or meeting being held on a snowy or icy day call the church office phone 
number and listen to the message. If the answering machine doesn‟t pick up, try again a little later -- most 
likely another curious parishioner is listing to the message when the machine doesn‟t pick up. Activity can-
celations may also be found on the Facebook page (see below). 
 
Lent. Lent is a time of reflection and devotion to our Lord. It is a time to remember our sinfulness in order 
to greater appreciate the redemption our Savior won for us on the cross. Lent begins in March this year. 
Ash Wednesday is March 9, 2011. Please see the March issue of the Monthly Herald for information about 
Lent 2011. 
 
New St. John Facebook Page. St. John has recently begun keeping its own Facebook page. It consists 
of news, devotions, announcements of up-coming events, and other fun and informative posts. The main 
purpose for the page is to be fun and devotional. If you have a Facebook account, our page name is: St. 
John Lutheran Church York, PA. Be sure to click the “Like” button to follow the page.  
 
If you have a Facebook page you can click the following link: http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-John-
Lutheran-Church-York-PA/106222722785351?v=wall. 
 
 
Our Web Site. Remember to take a look at our Web Site from time to time. Please tell friends and 
neighbors about the site. Also, it may be fun to invite out of town friends and family to “visit” your church on 
the web to see where you worship and to see your church family. The site address is 
www.StJohnYorkPA.com .  

(Continued on page 8) 

See “Communications” 

http://www.familylife.com/site/c.dnJHKLNnFoG/b.6149579/k.EA2E/The_Art_of_Marriage.htm
http://www.familylife.com/site/c.dnJHKLNnFoG/b.6149579/k.EA2E/The_Art_of_Marriage.htm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-John-Lutheran-Church-York-PA/106222722785351?v=wall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-John-Lutheran-Church-York-PA/106222722785351?v=wall
http://www.StJohnYorkPA.com
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Director of Spiritual Growth—Denise Wright 
Dear Friends, 
      It‟s that time of year again when there are red hearts everywhere! Psychologists as well as many 
others who study human behavior have consistently said that a person‟s greatest need is to know 
that he or she is loved! We can see the difference in children and how they handle school and life 
situations when they feel secure in their parents‟ love from those who are missing that. We know 
that love can prompt people to do crazy things to communicate that to their loved one. Great 
amounts of money can be spent on rings and diamonds to express love . . . at its best love can sup-
port and encourage us to be the best that we can be . . . and yet so many times we find ourselves 
disappointed and not feeling loved and accepted in the ways that we most want. Spouses can grow 
into taking each other for granted and sometimes drift apart. Friends can become busy and unavail-
able or forgetful about our needs. We find that in looking to other people to meet our need to be un-
conditionally and fully loved, no matter how dear they might be to us, we will be disappointed.  
   How amazing to know that God has met that greatest need! He is the only One who can truly love 
us – His love is unconditional and perfect. In sending His own Son to suffer and die for us, He has 
given the greatest gift of love that anyone could ever give. His love is not dependent on anything that 
we do – it has nothing to do with performance or being successful. It is simply because He is God 
and His very nature is love. This is a good time to sit down and read through 1 John chapters 3 and 
4; take heart in being reminded of God‟s perfect love for you and be encouraged to then share that 
with your family and friends! 
   When we are most secure in God‟s love for us we may find ourselves disappointed by our loved 
ones less often. This earthly journey is not an easy one and everyone needs encouragement and 
love – may it be our prayer to be so filled with God‟s love that it just spills out to everyone we are 
around! So . . . when you see all of those red hearts, remember God‟s amazing and perfect love for 
you and ask God to help you share it well! And . . . enjoy a piece of chocolate along the way! 
   In Him who loves us best, 

Denise Wright 

St. John Herald 

The Hands of a Woman 
Are you finding yourself tired of the cold and dark of winter and longing for spring? Are you tired of 
schedules being adjusted again and again because of that “wintry mix” that seems to keep coming 
our way? Could you use just a little pick-me-up? Why not plan to spend the morning of Saturday, 
February 26

th
, at church for a time of looking at God‟s Word as it 

talks about our hands and the work of our hands as well as a time of 
pampering for your hands! 

Have you ever thought about the many different things you do with 
your hands? Take a close look at them . . . are your hands suffering 
from the cold, dry air of this season? Are they rough and cracked? 
Have they been in hot water quite a lot with dishes, laundry, and 
other household cleaning projects? Do they feel more like sandpa-
per than smooth and silky? Do they show signs of hard work and 
neglect? Come and learn some practical things about taking care of 
our hands especially at this time of year!  

This program will begin at 9:30 am and conclude by 11:30 am. En-
joy all things chocolate during this time too! 
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The Art of Marriage – February 11-12, 2011 

Don‟t miss the marriage event on February 11-12, 2011! 

“The Art of Marriage . . . getting to the heart of God‟s design” is a brand new program from the minis-
try of Family Life Today that is being shared all across the country on this weekend before Valen-
tine‟s Day this year.  

We are hoping that you will register today for this special marriage event – time is running out! The 
deadline to let Denise know is Tuesday, February 8

th
.  Family Life Today has offered Weekend to 

Remember Conferences for many years and they have now created a video seminar so that more 
people can share in the experience of a marriage weekend. Their goal has been to have 1000 
churches across our country present this material on the same weekend: 2-11-11! St. John is a host 
site and we especially want to welcome people from our community.  

The weekend begins on Friday evening at 5:30 pm with a dinner for two. We will then move into the 
first two sessions and conclude by 9:15 pm. Saturday begins with a continental breakfast at 9:00 am 
which is followed by more video sessions, and the day closes at 3:00 pm. Lunch is also included. 
Childcare is provided for those who have need of it. The suggested donation for the weekend is 
$60.00.  

One of the reasons that Family Life Today has created these materials is to make this experience 
more affordable for couples. The cost of attending a “Weekend to Remember” at one of the hotels 
can be several hundred dollars. Although this is not quite the same experience, the videos are well 
done and feature a variety of different speakers. Each of you gets 3 meals, some Biblical encour-
agement for your marriage and a little bit of time away! Registration forms are available in the church 
narthex, or simply call us or e-mail Denise at Denisedsg@comcast.net. Feel free to contact us with 
any questions! 

   This year the Epiphany season is the longest it can be, eight Sundays. That means Ash Wednes-
day is going to be March 9th. That puts Easter on the last Sunday of April.   
   The adult choir will again be helping to lead the Good Friday Tenebrae service. This year‟s service 
centers around the choral collection titled “Stations of the Cross.” It uses readings and familiar 
hymns to recount the day Jesus was crucified. 
   There are openings in all the voice sections of the adult choir. Consider joining the group and lift 
you voice in praise to our triune God. You do not need a trained voice, just a love of singing. Re-
member, the choir meets on Wednesday evenings from 7:15 until 8:30. 

Music Notes - Ken Sanders, Minister of Music 

mailto:Denisedsg@comcast.net
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The Youth Group is open to our St John Lutheran youth in grades 5 - 
12.  We meet on the 2nd Sunday of each month from 6-8 pm, with special 
service and fundraising events tossed in between.  As always, friends are 
welcome to any event. 
 

 February 13th from 6-8 pm:  "Youth Night in the Gym" - join us for fun 
activities/games in the gym. 

 February 18-19 from 7pm to 8am: “LOCK-IN” - For youth and a 
friend ages 14 and up!  Please RSVP to Julia Caralle as soon as pos-
sible at 309-5644 or this may not happen!!!! 

 March 13th from 12 - 2pm: "Spaghetti Lunch" - We plan to cook and 
serve a spaghetti lunch to church goers in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The Wards are organizing this event so see Cindy or Dave 
for details. 

 April 10th: Bowling!! Time & place to be announced.  
 May 15th 6-8pm:  End of Year Meeting & Party in the Fellowship Hall 

 
January 23rd to February 26th - Youth Fundraiser: Selling BonTon 
Community Day Coupon booklets (100% profit to fund youth events). We 
keep all $5 per book of the purchase price 
and the books pay back the purchaser with 
a $10 off a $10 purchase plus other of-
fers. Everybody benefits! We do need your 
help in selling books. See Lana or Julia for 
books & details. Encourage family & 
friends to purchase. Volunteer for one of 
the in-store selling opportunities! Please 
see the advertisement on one of the fol-
lowing pages. 
 

Youth Leaders/contacts:  
Lana Schafer, 600-0283 schaferfam@verizon.net   

& Julia Caralle 309-5644 jcaralle@comcast.net 

St. John Herald 
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2580 Mt Rose Ave. 

 

 

 pm -  am 

 

 (Youth 9th-12th grade - Spend the night) 

(Youth 7th and 8th grade - Leave at 11:00 p.m.) 

 

What to bring: $3.00 for pizza, a snack to share (chips, 

sweets, etc), a sleeping bag, pillow, toothbrush, toothpaste, 

washcloth, and a bible.  

Come in your MODEST PJs 

FRIENDS ARE WELCOME 

 

 

 

RSVP: to Justine Ward (717)-764-6899 or 

Julia Caralle (717)-309-5644 
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   GriefShare, a program designed to help grieving people find comfort and hope, is again being of-
fered at St. John. This 13 week video series features a variety of speakers who talk about the griev-
ing process and guide us through this difficult journey. GriefShare videos feature interviews with 
leading authors, counselors, speakers and pastors with years of expertise in grief recovery. God‟s 
Word is an integral part of this program. Participating in a GriefShare program can be done at any 
time; there is no time limit on grieving. Even if your loss was years ago, you may still find this pro-
gram to be helpful. It is not limited to members of St. John; please feel free to share the information 
with anyone you know who might be grieving. If there is a friend or relative in your life who might 
benefit from these sessions, please think about inviting them and coming with them. Sometimes it‟s 
a bit easier if a person doesn‟t have to come alone. If you have any questions about the program, 
feel free to talk with Denise Wright. The new session will begin in February and will again be offered 
on Monday evenings from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm as well as on Tuesday afternoons from 1:30 pm – 
3:30 pm. February 7

th
 and 8

th
 are the first days of the new session. “Praise be to the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all 
our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have re-
ceived from God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

FREE Pilates Mat Class 

   You are invited to participate in a FREE Pilates mat class here at St. John with Jen Harlacher, a 
certified pilates instructor and licensed physical therapist. Pilates is an exercise regimen targeted for 
every fitness level and age which integrates principles of relaxation, concentration, control, breath-
ing and stamina to strengthen the overall core of your body resulting in increased strength and over-
all muscle tone. This class is being held on the 3

rd
 Monday of the month from 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm. 

Please look for “release forms” in the narthex or on the web site (www.StJohnYorkPA.com). Thank 
you! 

Vacation Bible School plans begin with a date! 
SAVE THE DATE! Vacation Bible School 2011 is scheduled for the week of June 20 through 25th 
from 6-8pm. We hope that as you‟re planning your summer schedule, you‟ll reserve this week to join 
us and see “Where Jesus‟ Love Flows.” Mahalo! 

Looking Ahead to Lent 
Easter is later this year, April 24

th
, so Lent does not begin until March 9

th
. That is Ash Wednesday 

and begins our 40 day journey to the cross. We encourage everyone to attend mid-week services 
during that time as we reflect on the most amazing sacrifice that has been made for us through the 
suffering and death of Christ. Dinners will once again be prepared by various groups within our 
church. If you are not part of a committee or board but would be willing to help with food prepara-
tions for these meals, please contact Mike or Nancy Singley. 

http://www.StJohnYorkPA.com
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St. John Herald 

01 Terry Haines  
02 Sib Barley  

02 Jennifer Fogle  
03 Deborah Dubbs  
03 Courtney Ross  
04 Nancy Kilgore  
05 Bob Kilgore  

05 Edward Abendschoen IV 
10 Tom Sindlinger Jr 

12 Doris Shue  
12 Rebecca Shettel  

13 Dale Fogle  
14 Jacqueline Bahr  
15 Heather Figdore  
16 Mary vonLange  
16 Marie Gruendler  

16 Sylvia Gibson  
19 Betty Gruendler  

20 Jeffrey Staub  
20 Felicia Heisler  
22 Jesse Kilgore  

24 Steve Kingston  
25 Julia Givens  
26 Marie Bodien  
26 Pam Hennig  
29 Bryan Santini  

February’s 
DOOR  

OFFERING 
February‟s door offering will 
be given to the missionary 
work of Servants, Inc., a local 
ministry that reaches out into 
the world. To learn more 
about this organization go to 
www.servants.org. Their cur-
rent mission embraces Haiti. 
Please give generously. 
    We ask that you give gener-
ously and joyfully. The ushers 
will collect your door offering 
as you exit the sanctuary the 
second Sunday (of each 
month). Please know that you 
may contribute to the door of-
fering anytime throughout the 
month by using the multi-
purpose envelope in the pews. 
Be sure to mark it “door offer-
ing” so that it will be credited 
correctly. 

A Christmas 
Blessing 

Diane Imler of the Social Con-
cerns Committee wants to 
share a message she re-
ceived from a recipient of a 
food box and The Giving Tree.  
  
“When the food boxes were 
delivered for Christmas the 
children were so excited they 
helped to carry the boxes in 
and immediately went through 
them to discover what treats 
they could find. The excite-
ment of just receiving food 
was so precious!”  
  
When the families received 
the giving tree gifts, one of the 
children said....  
 
“Look Mommy, our church 
really does love us!!” 
 
Your generosity and sharing 
God's love has given these 
families a special Christmas 
blessing. John 13:35 says, "By 
this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.”  

Fellowship Committee Plan Events 
 

Progressive Dinner for ALFs (Adult Lutheran Fellowship) March 5th   
There will be appetizers at the Singley home at 5:00PM, dinner (soup, salad and rolls) in the church 
fellowship room at 6:30PM and dessert at the Caralle home beginning around 8:00PM.  It is fun way 
to get to know others at St. John, everyone has plenty to eat and there is time to regain your appe-
tite between courses/locations. There will be a sign up sheet in the Church narthex where you can 
indicate whether you would like to bring an appetizer or dessert. The Fellowship committee will pro-
vide the dinner.  We hope you sign up and join the fun!!!   
 

Spring Fling Trip – May 28
th

.  The Fellowship committee is planning a trip to see the circus in Her-
shey.  Mark your calendars now and look for more details in the coming months.  This will be a fun 
family event!! 
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Communications.  

Church Council 
January 18, 2011 

(summarized) 
 

Meeting opened at 7:10pm 
Denise opened with devotions 
 
 
Members Present: Al Oesterreich, Walt Jeffers, John Tverberg, Denise Wright, Eric Gunnet, Bev Shel-
lenberger, Mike Singley, Lana Schafer, Sue Burwick and Jen Harlacher 
 
Director of Spiritual Growth:  
 The weekend of February 11

th
 and 12

th
 “The Art of Marriage.” This is a large project. Denise has 

spent many hours organizing. She received a call from someone very passionate about this pro-
gram and the changes it had on her marriage, which is a sign this is a great program for our con-
gregation and community. 

 Event for Women “The Hands of a Woman” on Saturday February 26
th
 

 Grief Share has completed the first session. New session begins on February 7
th
. 

 Lent begins March 9
th
 

 Open arms Ministry Presentation by Denise on Thursday January 20
th
 to learn about this ministry. 

 
Finance: 
 We are currently on track for the first half of the fiscal year.  
 After considering the budget for next year we are going to use the same numbers as we have been 

following the budget closely. 
 The SSAC committee is currently underway and considering the recommendations for the school. 
 Committees to submit budgets for the upcoming [fiscal] year by April.  
 Walt will send the total finance report via email to Council members 
 
Stewardship: 
 Pledges for 2011 
 Report of Offerings 
 Celebrating Ministries 
 Offering Envelope Boxes 
 
Social Concerns: 
 A total of $2200 was collected for the Janet May fire between door offerings and Thrivent match 
 The committee has received many gracious thank you notes from families of the church and 

school who received food baskets and giving tree gifts over the Christmas season. They were all 
very touched. 

 Plans to work on developing a relief program with the Red Cross to provide those who have suf-
fered a disaster with clothing and household essentials.  

 
School Board: 
 Open House this Sunday January 23

rd
  

 School Board took advantage of as many free ads as they could to advertise for the open house. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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There is an ad in the announcement section of the classified which was free. 
 We will not take registrations at Open House until SSAC determines a structure for next school 

year with established tuition etc.  
 A technology program was suppose to occur during the school year at a price of $3600/year 

however the school was able to get the program at $1200. No one has stepped up to teach it the 
program so it has not been used. Sue was able to contact the company and they were willing to 
ignore the $1200 invoice since the school has not used the program. 

 Met with Lisa for possible numbers for tuition based on the survey with 21 students saying they 
would return next year. They counted non returned surveys as a „no‟ so they could get a true fig-
ure. They did come up with an amount but do not want it in print until final word from the SSAC 
committee. 

 Election of officers at the end of the month on January 25
th
 including president and secretary for 

SB. 
 SSAC date Monday January 24

th
 at 1:00pm the SB will be meeting with Dave from SSAC.  

 School Board will meet with Lisa on February 7
th
 to discuss findings with the school based on 

SSAC which will reported to Council on February 8
th
. 

 
Fellowship: 
 March 5

th
 a progressive dinner titled “ALF” Adult Lutheran Fellowship will be held with appetizers 

at Singley home, soup and salad at church and desserts at the Caralle home. 
 Lenten dinners begin March 9

th
 on Ash Wednesday. Asking committees to sign up for an evening 

and to just do soup and bread. 
 Spring Fling trip planned for May 28

th
. The circus in Hershey for all ages. 

 
Youth: 
 Caroling in December and received a thank you note from the nursing home. 
 Good turnout for the ice skating event 
 Cindy and Dave Ward, Justine Ward, Julia Caralle and Lana Schafer are the board members for 

the year. 
 Fundraiser through Bon Ton called Community Days is up and coming. 
 Gym night for February 
 Hoping to serve a spaghetti meal on March 13

th 
following late service as a service event 

 April Bowling event 
 Many requests for a lock-in but it would be for youth 14 years and older 
 Lenten services-they expressed that they did not need the dinner donations to go into the youth 

account. 
 
Christian Education: 
 The youngest and the oldest children participated in the Christmas program.  
 Meeting tomorrow to start and plan VBS. Reusing an old VBS program and then supplementing 

with some new materials.  
 
Presidents Report: 
 A few issues with Trustees including a key count for those that have access to the building.  
 Would like to establish a guideline with Trustees for use of the fellowship hall. 
 Regular Voter‟s Meeting this Sunday January 23

rd
.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm 
Closed in the Lord‟s Prayer 
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Stewardship Notes - Al Oesterreich 
Celebrating Ministries 

 

The Board of Stewardship will be celebrating various ministries of St. John during 2011. We will fea-

ture a ministry in both services on one of the Sundays of each month. The leader or spokesperson of 

the ministry will give a short presentation toward the end of the services. As congregation members 

we will learn about the mission, scope, activities, and needs of each ministry. We will also be able to 

see how we may want to become involved. The featured ministry for February will be Social Con-

cerns. 

 

Report of Offerings 

 

Total general offerings for December: $26,704 

Estimated total general offerings needed for December: $30,340 

December offerings for the Board of Social Concerns' response to the Janet May House Fire: $1,600 

December memorial donations: $50 

December building donations: $63 

December financial aid for school: $105 

Total general offerings for July 1 – December 31: $155,302 

Estimated total general offerings needed for July 1 – December 31: $163,836 

Estimated total general offerings needed for February: $25,584 

 

Offerings for the first half of the fiscal year (July 1, 2010 – December 31, 2010) are $8,534 (5.2%) 

less than the estimated need and $2,927 (1.8%) less than the first half of last fiscal year. The Board of 

Stewardship is very thankful for the offerings received, especially when we see that the level of giving 

per member has increased. We are concerned, however, that our 

giving is still slightly less than the estimated need. In order to 

make up the difference the estimated monthly need for general of-

ferings for the remainder of the fiscal year is $25,584 for 4-Sunday 

months and $31,980 for 5-Sunday months. 

 

Our Ministry of Evangelism 

 

Evangelism was our featured ministry for the month of January. 

We learned of the various contributions of that ministry to life at 

St. John. Did you see a way in which you would like to serve? If 

you did, please let Dave Rhan know that you are interested. May 

God continue to bless the work of evangelism at St. John. 

 

 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for 

all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in 

the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this that 

he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 

until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1: 3-6 

St. John Herald 

 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday Worship Service 

9:30 am 
 

  

web site: www.StJohnYorkPA.com 

 

Church office:  ..................... 717.840.0382 

Church fax:  ......................... 717.840.1845 

Ch. Email: ...... stjohn-yorkpa@comcast.net 

School office: ...................... 717.755.4779 

Sch. Email: . stjohnlutheranschool@comcast.net 

 

Pastor: 

Rev. Patrick J. Cox .... pstpjc@comcast.net 

 

Director of Spiritual Growth: 

Denise Wright ...... denisedsg@comcast.net 

 

Minister of Music 

Ken Sanders ..... ksanders333@comcast.net 

 

Support Staff 

Church Secretary ........ Tracey Utermahlen 

Janitor .................................. Phillip Simon 
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