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Lent . Lent is a time of reflection and devotion to our Lord. It is a 
time to remember our sinfulness in order to greater appreciate 
the redemption that our Savior won for us on the cross. It is a 
time to strengthen our faith by which we receive this life-giving 
salvation. During Lent we add mid-week services to our schedule 
to help us focus on these goals. I encourage everyone to attend 
each service. Be sure to arrive by 6:00pm to share fellowship and 
a meal with your brothers and sisters in Christ! 
 
The following is the worship schedule for Lent: 
 
Feb. 17 ï  Ash Wednesday Service  7:00pm     
 with meal at 6:00pm 
 

Feb. 24ï Mar 24 Lenten Services  7:00pm  
(each Wed.)  with meal at 6:00pm 
  

April 1 ï   Maundy Thursday  7:00pm 
 (Celebration of the Lordôs Supper)   
 

April 2 ï  Good Friday Services  noon & 7:00 pm 
April 3 ï  Easter Vigil Service  8:00pm 
April 4 ï  Easter! Services  8:30am & 11:00am 
 
What a wonderful way to prepare for the Passion of our Lord and 
Easter! 
 
Please note : Every  Lenten service begins on the hour or half -
hour  ï no more beginning services at 15 after the hour. 
 
 
Annual Marriage Weekend ï ñBeloved Valentinesò On Friday, 
February 12

th
 and Saturday, February 13

th
, we will be hosting a 

special event for married couples. ñBeloved Valentinesò will begin 
at 5:30 on the 12

th
 with a special dinner for you to enjoy as a cou-

ple. On both Friday and Saturday we will enjoy (video) presenta-
tions from fun and interesting relationship experts. This is for all 
married couples ï whether your marriage is rock solid or itôs been 
a little rocky lately. Please see much more information elsewhere 
in this Monthly Herald. 

New Building Dedication . A 
weekend of celebration is 
planned to share fellowship 
and dedicate our new building 
addition. Our celebration will 
begin with a pot luck dinner in 
the Gym at 5:30pm, Saturday, 
February 20

th
. Then on Sun-

day, February 21
st
 we will 

have special services and fea-
ture the actual Dedication of 
the building at 10:00am. Our 
former Senior Pastor, Rev. 
Dennis Quackenboss will be 
our guest speaker throughout 
the weekend. 
 

Our Christian Day School . A 
very special chapel service is 
planned for Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 3 at 8:30am. This will be 
the annual Parentôs Day ser-
vice and will also include Bap-
tism Birthday remembrance for 
the children and staff and 
presentation of academic 
honor awards for the previous 
marking period. PTL will be 
hosting family movie night in 
the Gym on Thursday, Febru-
ary 11. On Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 17, the children will ob-
serve Ash Wednesday as the 
beginning of our preparation 
for Easter. 
 

50 plus!  Bible Study . Re-
member, the 50 plus! Bible 
Study meets every 1

st
 and 3

rd
 

Thursday at 10:30am in the 
Fellowship Hall ï everyone is 
welcome. 
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Director of Spiritual Growth  
Dear Friends, 
    The passage of Scripture that comes to my 
mind especially these days is 1 John 4:7, 
ñBeloved, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God.ò February 
comes with hearts all around us in Valen-
tineôs and chocolate; we canôt help but be re-
minded to love each other. Hallmark card 
stores, florists, and candy makers are so 
busy at this time of year helping us to show love to our dear ones! 
When we really think about it, shouldnôt we be concerned about 
showing our love to others every day? 1 John 4:7 reminds us to 
do that and also provides the reason for sharing love. It is be-
cause our love comes from God; He loved us first!  
   As we get ready to dedicate our new building, it is a good time 
to think about the mission statement of our congregation. It is ñto 
nurture one another in faith and discipleship, and to call the world 
into fellowship with Christ and the Church.ò That statement 
speaks of love ï love for each other and love for our world. The 
best way that we can love people is to help them to know Christ. 
There are some special events coming during the month of Feb-
ruary and I am hoping that you will be part of them. If you are not 
able to attend the Marriage Weekend, I would ask that you sup-
port it in whatever way you can. There are many ways to help, 
one of the most significant being to keep the weekend in your 
prayers. The Dedication Weekend will be a great time of celebrat-
ing Godôs goodness to us in this place! He has been faithful; we 
look forward to giving thanks and looking ahead to the plans that 
He has for us! 
   As we live together in this faith community, let us truly love and 
care for each other! 

   In Christ,  Denise Wright  

Lenten Services Begin!  
 
Ash Wednesday is February 17

th
 and we want 

to encourage all of you to attend that service. 
It is a meaningful way to begin our 40 day jour-
ney through Lent. Please remember that our 
new service time is 7:00 pm. Consider joining  
us for dinner in the gym at 6:00 pm and then 
stay for worship. We look forward to this sea-
son of spiritual growth as we follow our Savior 
to the cross.  

Sewing Group  
Activities for  

2009 
   The Sewing Group meets Mon-
day mornings at 9:30. From April 
until September, they met in the 
narthex and then moved to the 
all-purpose room in the school 
wing. In November, our supplies 
were moved into the new addition 
and we hope to soon be working 
in that area. Some sewing is also 
done at the homes of our mem-
bers. We could always use some 
new participants and would hap-
pily welcome you. Not only do we 
get to supply goods to the needy, 
but we have a lot of fun and fel-
lowship, too! 
   In 2009, our group donated lap 
quilts, child quilts, adult quilts, 
and NICU bereavement quilts to 
several organizations including: 
Access York, Helping Hands, 
ñThe Well,ò Pleasant Acres, Lu-
theran Home, York Hospital, and 
Christ Lutheran.  
   Donations we received include 
material, crocheted dishcloths, 
and the time and talent of a dear 
friend who assembled Quilt 
blocks. 
   At the Annual Bazaar, we 
raised $481 and have distributed 
those monies to the church, the 
school, ñThe Well,ò York Rescue 
Mission, Social Concerns Com-
mittee, and Fellowship Commit-
tee. Table cloths were made for 
the FireProof event last year. 
   Thank you to all who contrib-
uted materials, bought items at 
the Yard Sale and assisted in any 
way the sewing projects. This 
makes all of you a part of giving 
to this mission effort. 
 

The Sewing Group:  
Doris Givens, Pauline Heinz, 
Virginia Burns, Kathy Hudak, 
Athalena Neidhammer, Ann 
Neta Danner, and Dot McDon-
ald. 



From the School Administrators   
Mrs. Hennig and Mr. Sanders  
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Februaryôs approach brings thoughts of Hearts! At St. John Lutheran 
School, weôre thinking about Hearts for Jesus! The Southeastern Dis-
trict of the Missouri Synod has a mission project for schools. The pro-
ject is to build a school in Africa. Our chapel offering for February will 
be sent to the district to help with that project.  
 
Here are some class happenings: 
 
Pre--School 3 year olds  
We have enjoyed talking about the winter weather during January. We created mittens and snow-
flakes in our art center. We also celebrated a Daddy Oôs Pizza party! Next month we will focus on 
ñLOVEò for Valentineôs Day. 
 

Pre-School 4 year olds  
On February 2nd, the students will celebrate the 100th day of 
school with many fun activities. Since this is also Ground Hog 
Day, theyôll be talking about shadows. They are looking forward 
to Parentsô Day on Wednesday, February 3rd. Also, to show 
Godôs love to each other, they will have a Valentine exchange. 
 

Kindergarten  
Kindergarteners enjoyed a field trip to Giant and are looking forward to a trip to Martinôs Chips. They 
have completed a display board of 10 groups of 10 objects for the 
100th day of school celebration. The class is preparing for Par-
entsô Day, as well. 
 
Grades 1 and 2  
The class has been excited about their science unit on dinosaurs. 
They enjoy telling family and friends what they have been learn-
ing. The first graders are working with tens in Math class. 
 
Grades 3 and 4  
Check out their social studies projects! They are on display by the 
school library! 
 
Grades 5 and 6  
The class has begun a study of Latin America. Mexico is Februaryôs country. The students are still 
enjoying the weekly poetry class. 
 

Thank God for our school! 
 

Calendar at a glance:  
 
Parentsô Day February 3rd Parents come visit chapel and classrooms 
H1N1 Immunizations 2nd round February 8th Students and staff 
PTL Movie Night February 11th at 5:30pm  Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 



Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17  
What is Lent?  
Lent is the forty day period before Easter, excluding Sundays, when we focus on the suffering and 
death of our Savior, Jesus. This six week season begins on Ash Wednesday when we gather for 
worship and are reminded of Jesusô sacrifice and our own sin by having a cross of ashes put on our 
forehead.  
 

Why is Lent forty days long?  
Forty days is the traditional number of discipline, 
devotion, and preparation in the Bible. Moses 
stayed on the mountain of God forty days (Exodus 
24:18 and 34:28), Nineveh was given forty days to 
repent (Jonah 3:4), and most importantly Jesus 
spent forty days in the wilderness praying and fast-
ing (Matthew 4:2). 
 

Why are Sundays not included in Lent?  
Since Sunday is the day on which Christ rose from 
the dead, each Sunday is a celebration. In the 
words of Martin Luther, each Sunday is a ñlittle 
Easter.ò  
 

What is the purpose of Lent?  
During this season we come humbly to the cross of 
Jesus. We start with ashes and remembering our 
sinfulness. We continue on a spiritual journey that 
calls us to prayer and repentance. We reflect on 
our lives and confess our sins. It can be a season 
of fasting. Lent is a way to place ourselves humbly 
before God, knowing that there is nothing we can 

do to save ourselves. We are totally and completely lost. We come to His cross as beggars and He 
welcomes us with love and forgiveness. 
 

Do I have to ñgive something upò? 
No. Jesus did give us an example of fasting in the New Testament and we know that it can be a very 
helpful spiritual discipline, but it is not necessary in your observance of Lent. It may be helpful to 
you, but it is important to understand your motives for doing it. It may be a good time to give up 
something that we enjoy as a reminder of the true meaning of Jesusô sacrifice, but it is important to 
remember that there is nothing we can give up that compares to what Jesus did for us. Scripture 
helps us to know what it is that we should sacrifice. 

 
Micah 6:6,8 ñWhat can we bring to the LORD to make up for what weôve 
done? Should we bow before God with offerings of yearling calves? No, O 
people, the LORD has already told you what is good, and this is what He 
requires: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
your God. ò 

 
Psalm 51:17 ñThe sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and con-
trite heart, O God, you will not despise.ò  
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God is more interested in a sacrifice of the heart than in the things that we give up for Lent. Think 
about the suggestions listed below: 
 

Lent is a season for Fasting ...................................... a season for Feasting 
Fast from bitterness  ................................................... Feast on forgiveness 
Fast from discontent  ....................................................... Feast on gratitude 
Fast from anger  .............................................................. Feast on patience 
Fast from self concern  .............................. Feast on compassion for others 
Fast from worry  ........................................................... Feast on Godôs care 
Fast from judging others  ............................... Feast on Christ living in them 
Fast from idle gossip  ................................ Feast on silence with a purpose 

 

If I do give something up, are Sundays an exception?  
Yes, Sundays can be an exception because they are the days when we remember and celebrate 
Christôs resurrection. The celebration is somewhat subdued during Lent; we donôt sing the word 
ñAlleluiaò until Easter. The contrast between Sundays and the other days of the week helps to re-
mind us of the spiritual lessons of Lent. 
 

Why the extra services on Wednesdays?  
Personal devotions are very important at all times and especially during Lent, but it is also good to 
gather with our church family and journey together to the cross. Our Lenten services help us to set 
aside some extra time for quiet reflection on what Jesus did for us. Through these times we come to 
a greater awareness of our need for a Savior and of Godôs great love for us. The Wednesday night 
services build up to the Holy Week services when we concentrate even more on the last few days of 
Jesusô life. We begin this season with ashes and we journey through darkness. Lent is a spiritual pil-
grimage and it can lead us to spiritual renewal. This passage from 2 Chronicles 7:14 instructs us in 
the way we should go: 
 ñIf my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and  
 pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I  
 will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.ò 
 

What about personal devotions during Lent?  
Lenten Devotional booklets will be available in the narthex beginning February 14th. A donation of 
$1 per book is suggested. These brief devotions will help each of us to focus on the ñCross of 
Christ!ò  The choices are: ñFrom Fear to Loveò by Henri Nouwen, ñWhere in the World is Godò by 
Stephen Carter, and ñShaped by Love, Family Devotionsò by Karla Manternach 

 
       Our simple prayer during Lent:  
       Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 



Dedication and Celebration Weekend at St. John!  
February 20 -21, 2010 

 
God has blessed us ï letôs celebrate His goodness and faithfulness! 
Everyone is encouraged to come at 5:30 pm on Saturday, February 
20

th
, for a potluck dinner in the gym as we begin this weekend of cele-

bration! Pastor and Carolyn Quackenboss will be with us at this time 
and Pastor Q will give a brief talk that evening about what it means to 
be disciples of Jesus in 2010 and will encourage us to be thinking 
about ñthe next step éò in our lives together here at St. John!  
 

Pot Luck Dinner  
 

We are asking that you sign up for this dinner so that we are able to 
plan accurately with our set-up and gathering of supplies. We will en-
joy this meal and program in the gym to be sure that we have enough 
room for everyone and the use of the kitchen.  
 
In order to balance our gifts of food we are asking that you bring the type of food listed 
for your part of the alphabet! 
If your last name begins with A ï L, please bring a main dish. 
If your last name begins with M ï R, please bring a salad or side dish. 
If your last name begins with S ï Z, please bring a dessert. 
 
Drinks will be provided! 
 

Pastor Quackenboss ðSpecial Guest Preacher  
 

Our celebration will continue on Sunday morning also. Pastor 
Quackenboss will preach at the services and Pastor Cox will do 
the dedication of the new building between the services. We 
look forward to having Steve Heeman from LCEF (The Lu-
theran Church Extension Fund - our lender) with us on Satur-
day night and Sally Hiller from our District office with us on Sun-
day morning. Drinks and cookies will be provided for that spe-
cial time of Dedication of the new building.  
 

We need your help  
 

If you would be willing to help with either set-up or clean-up for 
the potluck dinner, please contact Denise Wright!  
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    Lent is only three weeks away.  Ash Wednesday is on 
February 17.  The service and the music will take on a more som-
ber tone during this church season.  The music helps to convey 
the mood of Jesusô suffering and death.   
 The Choir will be leading the congregation in a Tenebrae 
service on Good Friday evening.  The service is one where the 
sanctuary gradually gets darker as the candles are extinguished 
one at a time.  This corresponds to the reading of the passion 
and the singing of various Lenten hymns and choral music.  At 
the end, the Christ candle is carried out of the church and loud 
sound is heard that simulates the closing of the tomb.  The Christ 
candle is then brought back in and the Lordôs Prayer is whis-
pered.  After that, all the worshipers leave in silence.  The Tene-
brae service shows us the great love our Lord has for us as we 
hear and sing of His pain and suffering.  The title of this yearôs 
service is ñShadows.ò   
 The Sundays in Lent remain as mini celebrations of 
Easter, but with a more quiet joy.  The alleluias are ñput awayò 
until Easter.  Then on Easter Sunday, we break forth in great jubi-
lation as we hear of our Saviorôs resurrection.   

By Ken Sanders,  
Minister of Music   

Remembering our Mission Statement  
 

Some years ago our congregation gathered for study and prayer and developed a mission 
and vision statement. It expresses our commitment to Christ and to this community. As we 
celebrate Godôs goodness and faithfulness to us in this new facility, itôs a good time to re-
member the mission that He has given us in this place. May it be our prayer that He will re-
veal to us the next step that He would have us take.  
 
We encourage you to read over our mission and vision statement and keep the work of this 
congregation in your daily prayers! 

 
The MISSION of St. John Lutheran congregation is: 
 to nurture one another in faith and discipleship, and to 

call the world into fellowship with Christ and the Church.  
 
We, together in Christ, will make clear to ALL ï our Vision. 
 
The VISION for St. John Lutheran congregation is: 
 to care for one another and the world in the spirit of 

Christ.  
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Beloved Valentines ð Marriage Event 2010 
 
   Itôs time once again for the Marriage Weekend at St. John! We would like to encourage couples of 
all ages and anniversaries to attend this very special weekend! Setting aside time from busy sched-
ules to take care of your marriage is one of the very best things that you can do!  
 

   òBeloved Valentinesó will begin at 5:30 on Friday, February 12th with a special dinner for you to en-

joy as a couple. This will be followed by a video presentation on marriage. Throughout the weekend 
we will watch presentations by Dr. Kevin Leman, Dr. Emerson Eggerichs, and Dr. Tony Evans. Each 
of these presenters is informative and dynamic. The teaching is based on Godôs Word and you are 
sure to enjoy the blend of insight and humor! 
 
   Saturday morning, February 13th begins with a continental breakfast at 9:00 am. Lunch will also 
be provided; the weekend will conclude by 2:00 on Saturday. Child care will be available; meals for 
the children will also be provided. 
 
   The suggested donation for the weekend is $25.00. Registration forms are in the brochures which 
can be found in the church narthex or on various bulletin boards in the building. If you are able to do-
nate more than $25.00, that would be greatly appreciated. The extra money would help to cover the 
costs of child care and materials. If you would like to sponsor a couple to come, that would be won-
derful too! You can do it anonymously or make it a gift for them! 
 

   Can you help? Denise is looking for help with this event! If you might be able to help with food 

shopping, preparing food, serving food, set-up and/or take-down, or child care, please let her know! 
Thank you! 

Looking for Card Tables Again!  
Once, again we will need card tables! Last 
year we gathered a little more than 60 ta-
bles for the Fireproof Couplesô Night Out! 
That was great ï now do you remember 
where you put your table when you took it 
back home? We would so very much appre-
ciate being able to borrow it again! If you 
can loan it to us, it would be most appreci-
ated! Tables can be put in the hallway out-
side Deniseôs office at any time. Just make 
sure that your name is on the bottom of 
your table. You can take them home again 
on Sunday, February 14

th
. Thank you so 

much! 

 



ST. JOHN HERALD PAGE 9  

STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
 

Pledging Summary  
 
Thank you to all who pledged acts of spiritual growth and service. A total of 110 pledge forms  have 
been received of which 12 were from children. It was especially encouraging to see members step-
ping up to fill the void in youth work. Three members volunteered to serve on the Board of Youth 
Ministry and four members volunteered to serve as youth leaders. The Board of Youth Ministry is  
organizing the new effort.  
 
It's never too late to volunteer for activities. If you have a special interest see Pastor Cox, Denise 
Wright, congregation chair Jerry Cook, or Board of Stewardship members Art Hennig or Al 
Oesterreich.  
 
A total of 83 pledges of offerings were received from families or individuals. The sum of all  pledges 
was $211,510 for an average pledge of $2,548. The average pledge is $55 higher than last year, 
but because of fewer pledges being made the total amount is 13% less than last year. We are 
grateful for every pledge received, no matter how great or small, and for the commitment of offer-
ings from members who prefer not to pledge.  
 

Report of Offerings  
 
Total general offerings for December: $28,432  
Estimated total general offerings needed for December: $33,360  
December door offerings: $177  
December memorial donations: $0  
December building fund donations: $90  
Total general offerings for July 1 ï December 31: $158,233  
Estimated total general offerings needed for July 1 ï December 31: $181,872  
Estimated general offerings needed for January (5 Sundays): $33,680  
 
Offerings have been well below the estimated need, but they had increased somewhat over the 
months through November. They fell sharply in December. The fact that the December 20th ser-
vice had to be cancelled because of the weather certainly affected total giving. Unusually cold 
weather in early January also contributed to lower Sunday attendance while at the same time in-
creasing the heating bills.  
 
Now is a perfect time for us to bring our offerings up to date and to see what we can do to help 
support our ministry at St. John. When we look at our own giving, the amount is not even as impor-
tant as the fact that it is the first fruits of our labors. From as long ago as Old Testament times it 
was important for God's people to bring the first fruits back to Him. Sometimes we think backward 
and decide upon what we can afford to return to God after satisfying our other needs and wants. 
We need to constantly remind ourselves that God deserves the first fruits.  
 
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippi-
ans 1: 3-6. 
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Our Web Site . Remember to take a look at our Web Site from time to time. Please tell friends and 
neighbors about the site. Also, it may be fun to invite out of town friends and family to ñvisitò your 
church on the web to see where you worship and to see your church family. The site address is 
www.StJohnYorkPA.com. 
 
Communications . 

St. John Lutheran Church and School Church Council Meeting  
January 12, 2010  

 
ATTENDANCE: Sharon Hennig, Ken Sanders, Eric Gunnet, Dave Rhan, Mike Singley, Bev Shellen-
berger, Lisa Schreiber, Walt Jeffers, Jerry Cook, Rick Dellinger, Denise Wright, and Pastor Patrick 
Cox. 
 
Vice-President Rick Dellinger called the meeting to order at 7:05. 
 
Pastor opened with a devotion on treating each other well. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved by e-mail. 
 
FINANCE ï WALT JEFFERS:  
§ Walt asked each board to start looking at how much they would need for next year's expendi-

tures.  
§ School Board asked what the $5000 contingency was on their form. Walt explained that both 

church and school would be asked to include in their upcoming budgets $5000 for needed re-
pairs and upgrades to our facility.  

 
SCHOOL BOARD ï KEN SANDERS:  
§ There is a ñ1

st
 grade round-upò scheduled for the 21

st
. This is a dinner that starts at 6:00 and is 

for kindergarten parents to see what their enrollment intensions are for next year.  
§ Spruce up day will be Saturday the 23

rd
 from 9-12. This is to ñspruce upò the facility for the open 

house, which is scheduled for the 24
th
.  

§ The H1N1 flu shots were given to the students on Thursday and they will be returning on Febru-
ary 8

th
 for a second dose. When the 2

nd
 dose is administered additional shots will be available to 

any staff member that wants them.  
§ PTL has pitched in and cleared the stage for the upcoming ñTalent Night.ò All committees were 

asked to refrain from putting anything on the stage as they would like to keep it clear for the 
spring musical. 

 
FELLOWSHIP ï MIKE SINGLEY:  
§ The progressive dinner that was canceled will be rescheduled for April 17.  
§ The church picnic will be held July 25

th
 at Kain Park.  

§ Lenten dinners will begin on February 17 with Fellowship taking the first week. A sign-up sheet 
was passed around so different committees can sign up for whatever week they want. The din-
ners will start at 6:00 and worship will start at 7:00. 

 
STEWARDSHIP ï AL OESTERREICH:  
§ Pledges for this next year are down 13% from last year. The offerings are down by $23,639 for 
the first 6 months of this yearôs fiscal budget. Al said that the committee will try to pinpoint what 
the downturn in pledging consists of, but to do that they will have to contact Elders for member 
information. Al also passed out lists of volunteers that each board could contact to enlist their 
help. The question also came up from Stewardship. Should a special appeal be made to the con-
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gregation since our offerings are down, we had Sunday services cancelled one week due to 
weather, and the cost of heating oil and gas is higher this year than last? Most felt that we should 
communicate our concerns to the congregation but not to the extent of asking for donations 
through a special appeal. 

§ Several members approached Stewardship about donating to the church through direct deposit. 
Al briefly described some of the information he had already gathered about 2 ways to accomplish 
this. The LCEF and Thrivent each have a program that will allow us to do this but there are some 
good points and drawbacks with each. Al will gather more information on what each will require 
the church to do and report back at the next meeting. 

 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH ï DENISE WRIGHT:  
§ The dedication of the fellowship hall will be on the weekend of February 20

th
 and 21

st
. There will 

be a meal or some kind of food event planned but as of yet the details have not been worked out. 
Pastor Quackenboss will be here this weekend to deliver the message as part of our celebration 
with the actual dedication to be during the Sunday school hour between services. The theme of 
ñBeloved Disciplesò will be the key idea to which we focus our celebration.  

§ The marriage weekend will be February 12
th
 and 13

th
. Details to follow. 

 
PASTORôS REPORT ï PASTOR COX:  
§ A hand-carved plaque of praying hands was donated to the church and pastor asked for input on 

where to hang it. After much discussion it was determined that the best place to put it would be 
on the wall between the restrooms and the nursery in the fellowship hall.  

§ The installation of officers will be this Sunday, January 17
th
 at both services. 

§ Pastor said there are several families considering membership that have strong Lutheran back-
grounds and he was looking for a creative way to accept them into membership without having to 
ask them to go through a membership class. He will work with the Elders to come up with a plan. 

§ He and Denise will begin to work on what they will do for the Lenten services. A series of dramas 
is possible although nothing has yet been decided. A question was asked about the list of 
churches in the Sunday paper with their worship service times listed and that St. John is not 
among them. Pastor reported that that issue had been discussed before and it was decided to 
not put ours in because of the expense. He also said that more and more people have told him 
that the way they found out about our church was through our web page. 

 
VICE-PRESIDENT ï RICK DELLINGER:  
§ Rick said that he was pleased with the menôs class that is being held on Monday nights. Although 

the numbers are not as high as when they started the class, he is pleased with the amount of dis-
cussion. Pastor expressed that he too was glad he is attending the class. 

§ Jerry asked a question as to how the information gathering process is going with regards to the 
task force requirements. Sharon said that trying to find the statistics from 3 years ago is proving 
difficult. She said that they have looked in several different locations but it was not producing re-
sults. She still has several computer files to check. 

§ There was a question about the term ñHiring Freezeò that was part of the adoption of last yearôs 
budget as to how long it was intended to last. All discussion and comments indicated that it per-
tained to the current budget only and that it was not intended to be for an indefinite period of 
time. 

§ Committees were also encouraged to have written reports to hand out at the Votersô meeting this 
Sunday. 

 
A motion was made to adjourn. The meeting closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 
Next meeting ï February 9, 2010 
Respectfully submitted, Jerry Cook, Secretary Pro-Tem 



01 Terry Haines  
02 Sib Barley  
02 Dave Stetler  
02 Jennifer Fogle  
02 Cecelia Sigley  
03 Deborah Dubbs  
03 Courtney Ross  
04 Nancy Kilgore  
05 Bob Kilgore  
05 Deanna Armold  
05 Edward Abendschoen IV 
10 Mary Schaefer  
10 Tom Sindlinger Jr 
11 Mike Stonesifer  
12 Doris Shue  
12 Rebecca Shettel  
13 Dale Fogle  
14 Jacqueline Bahr  
15 Heather Figdore  
16 Mary vonLange  
16 Marie Gruendler  
16 Sylvia Gibson  
18 Dianna Bretz  
19 Betty Gruendler  
20 Jeffrey Staub  
20 Felicia Heisler  
21 Wesley Stonesifer  
22 Jesse Kilgore  
24 Steve Kingston  
25 Julia Givens  
26 Marie Bodien  
26 Pam Hennig  
29 Bryan Santini  

From the Board 
of Evangelism/

Outreach  
   Evangelism, in most 

churches, is a bit mis-

understood, and for most 

folks, is something a commit-

tee inside the church 

"does".  Evangelism, as we 

are defining it here at St. 

John, is something all of us 

should be doing, and in fact 

is easy to do.   When visitors 

grace our door, we should be 

ready to greet them with a 

smile, talk with them, and 

make them feel like family, 

since they most likely are 

looking and wanting to be 

part of God's family some-

where.  They need and want 

a place that is warm, friendly 

and inviting.  It is the respon-

sibility of all of us at St. John 

to provide that family atmos-

phere.  It should also be our 

utmost wish and desire to 

reach out to each other, and 

especially visitors, to warmly 

welcome them as soon as 

they come to our church to 

wo rs h ip  w i t h  u s .     

   The other important related 
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fact that we would like you to 

k n o w  i s  t h a t  m o s t 

"unchurched" folks, which in-

clude folks that are no longer 

coming to church for a variety 

of reasons, along with those 

who have never stepped foot 

inside a church, would come 

if invited .  Statistics show that 

greater than 90% of polled 

folks that classify themselves 

as "unchurched" would attend 

church if invited.  We are ask-

ing you to watch for folks in 

your families and communities 

where you live and work, and 

invite them to church.  It is im-

portant and necessary and 

should be your utmost desire 

to invite your neighbors to 

church, so that they can hear 

the Gospel Message stated 

clearly to them, and they re-

ceive this message weekly at 

St. John.   It is our duty to 

bring as many to the Lord as 

we can before his Re-

turn.   Also remember that it is 

not our duty to turn the 

unchurched into Christians: we 

can't do this-that is God's 

work.  It is our responsibility to 

harvest the crops-bring the 

unchurched to God-God does 

the rest!    

ñHappy Birthday Girlfriends!ò 
 
   Due to weather concerns and a small sign up list we will be 
celebrating January and February birthdays on Thursday, Febru-
ary 4

th
, at 6 pm at Hossôs Steak and Seahouse on East Market 

Street in York. We are given separate checks and an 18% gratu-
ity is included with each check. Come in to Hossôs, tell them that 
you are with the group from St. John and they will direct you to 
the room where we eat! Sign up and come to make new friends 
and renew old acquaintances! Birthday cake for everyone!  
   Plan now to celebrate March birthdays on Thursday, March 4th! 



 

Worship Schedule  

Sunday Worship Service  

8:30am and 11:00am  

 

 Sunday School  

9:45am for children  

10:00am for adults  
 

 

Church web site:  

www.StJohnYorkPA.com  

 

Church office: 717.840.0382  

Church fax: 717.840.1845  

stjohn -yorkpa@comcst.net 
 

School office: 717.755.4779 

stjohnlutheranschool@comcast.net 
 

 

 Pastor  

Patrick J. Cox  

pstpjc@comcast.net 
 

Director of Spiritual Growth  

Denise Wright  

denisedsg@comcast.net 
 

School Administrators  

Ken Sanders and  

Sharon Hennig  

stjohnprincipal@comcast.net  
 

Minister of Music  

Ken Sanders  

ksanders333@comcast.net 
 

Support Staff  
Tracey Utermahlen,  

Church Secretary  
 

 

Dawn Bodien,  

School Secretary 
 

 

Abby Boudah  

Director of Development  

and  

School Marketing  

stjohndevelopment@comcast.net 
 

Phillip Simon  

Janitor  
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President ...................................................................... Jerry Cook 
Vice-President ......................................................... Rick Dellinger 
Secretary.......................................................... Jennifer Harlacher 
Treasurer .............................................................. George Garrett 
Evangelism ................................................................. Dave Rhan 
Stewardship ............................................................ Al Oesterreich 
Finance ................................................................... Walter Jeffers 
Social Concerns .......................................................... Diane Imler 
Christian Education .......................................... Bev Shellenberger 
Fellowship ............................................... Mike and Nancy Singley 
Board of Trustees ............................................. Knox Massengale 
 ................................................................................ John Lapinski 
 .................................................................................. Terry Haines 
 ........................................................................ Tom Sindlinger, Jr. 
 .................................................................................... Dan Heisler 
 ................................................................................... JohnKlahold 
School Board .............................................................. Gary Fissel 
 ................................................................................... Jerry Dubbs 
 .............................................................................. Amy Sindlinger 
 .......................................................................... Darlene Tverberg 
 ............................................................................. Jennifer Gunnet 
 .................................................................................. Sue Burwick 
 ......................................................................... Ben Shellenberger 
Board of Elders ...................................................... John Tverberg 
 ............................................................................. Adam Wiegandt 
 ............................................................................... Tom Wolfgang 
 ....................................................................................Ron Bodien 
 ................................................................................... Eric Gunnet 
 ...................................................................................... Bern Little 
 ..................................................................................... Mike Pearl 
 .................................................................................... Dave Ward 
 ................................................................................. Steve Ruffato 
 ................................................................................ Jeb Schreiber 
 .................................................................................... Phil Snyder 
 ................................................................................. Roger Hudak 

2010 Slate of Officers  

Prayer Circle Updating  
 
The Social Concerns Committee is updating the Prayer Circle 
lists. There are two means of sharing prayer needs. One is by 
phone and the other is by email. It seems that the email prayer 
circle is growing through the years. If you would like to be a part 
of either prayer Circle (phone or email), Please contact Karen 
Frey at 764-6029 or email her at kneedeep2@comcast.net.  
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Open Enrollment Starts Now  

 

Everything you need to enroll your child for the next school 

term 2010 -2011 of St. John Lutheran School is ready for you in 

the school office. Simply call 755 -4779 or stop by to pick up an 

enrollment packet as soon as possible.  You can also download 

the form from our school website by going to 

www.stjohnyorkpa.com and find our school link. The 

Enrollment Application form and your registration fee is 

required to guarantee a child a spot for the fall term. By 

enrolling a child for St. John School now, you can make use of 

a special 20% discount on the registration fee from January 

24th through March 14th. If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact the school office and we will be glad to 

assist you.  We canõt wait to have you join us! 

PTL Movie Night at St. John  

All the students at St. John voted for the February 
11th, Movie Night movie. Their choices were : Up, 
Bolt, Madagascar, Over the Hedge and Cloudy with 
a Chance of Meatballs.  The winner is.. 
 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs  
 

Look for more information about movie night in the 
future, but be sure to mark your calendars for 
February 11th and the viewing of Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs. All are invited! 

Matching Points  

From February 1st till Feb-

ruary 7th Coke rewards is 

matching all points entered 

for our school.  So save your 

bottle caps and codes and get 

them to the school so we can 

take advantage of the point 

matching campaign. We cur-

rently have 850points letõs 

see if we can double our 

points during this special 

campaign.  

Giant Food Stores A+ School Rewards   
 

If you shop at Giant, you can set up an account such that 

St. John School gets extra points for school supplies.   This 

is currently unavailable.  
  

Go to this web site:  

http://www.giantaplus.com/SchoolDesignation.html   
  

and enter your Giant Bonus Card #, the first 3 letters of 

your last name, and the School Designation code of 
01184 for St. John Lutheran School.   You need to regis-
ter each school year.   Thank you!  


