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feel that way spiritually too. 
There are times when the diffi-
culties of life have just about 
taken the life out of us. Just as 
the grass is so in need of rain, 
we too need the refreshing wa-
ter of life that only Jesus offers. 
The following passage from 
Isaiah came to my mind re-
cently. ñThe LORD your God 
will guide you always, he will 

(Continued on page 5) 

Dear Friends, 
   Just five months ago we 
were spending our days listen-
ing to the weather forecast and 
keeping our shovels close by! It 
seemed that there was day af-
ter day of cold temperatures, 
schedule changes and clos-
ings, and more snow than we 
had seen in years. Some of us 
may have found ourselves 
dreaming about hot sunny days 

at the beach. What a summer 
we are having as day after day 
the forecast calls for tempera-
tures near or above 90 de-
grees! Many lawns are parched 
and brown. After working out-
side or being in and out all day, 
we may feel the effects of the 
heat as well. 
   As I have noticed the dry and 
parched lawns, Iôve been re-
minded that sometimes we can 
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level we often miss some stu-

dents.  If we miss your child or 

you wish your child to begin in 

sixth grade or later than seventh 

grade please contact the church 

office by September 1.  

 

Communications. 
 

Meeting Minutes from  
Council Meeting, June 8, 

2010 
(summarized) 

 
Meeting started at 7:05 PM 
 
Those in attendance:  Al 
Oesterreich, Dave Rhan, Lisa 
Schreiber, Eric Gunnet, De-
nise Wright, Walt Jeffers, Ken 
Sanders , Sharon Hennig, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Letôs Talk About é 

 
Our Christian Day School.  

It has been a turbulent summer in 

planning for the fall opening of 

our Christian Day School.  The 

prolonged recession has pressured 

both the congregationôs budget as 

well as the schoolôs enrollment.  

With heavy hearts and much re-

gret, the congregation voted at a 

special voters meeting held June 

13th that the school will discon-

tinue the 3rd through 6th grade be-

ginning this school year.   

 

Back to School.  The first day of 

school for our Christian Day 

School is Wednesday, August 

25th.  There will be a parent orien-

tation and registration meeting the 

evening of August 23rd.  The fac-

ulty and staff will be rededicated 

at the 9:30 service on Sunday, 

August 29th.   

 

Confirmation Classes.  Itôs al-

most time for Confirmation 

classes to begin.  Usually students 

begin Confirmation class in sev-

enth grade, but that is not a hard-

and-fast rule, although beginning 

this year I would like to have stu-

dents no younger than sixth grade.  

It is a two year program that 

meets between 6:30 and 7:30pm 

most Wednesday evenings during 

the school year.  If your child is 

beginning seventh grade this year, 

he/she should receive an orienta-

tion letter in mid-to-late August.  

Because we can only search our 

records by age and not by grade 
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St. John Herald 

Jerry Cook, Pastor Cox, Bev Shellenberger, Sue Burwick, Lana Schafer, Darlene Tverberg 
 
Denise opened with Devotions 
 
Council Action [requested] from the following Boards:  Trustees, Finance, School Board, Nominating 
§ Nominating ï Committee can be approved by Council via email ASAP ï need 5 people ï 1 at 

least should be an Elder ï election of officers in Septemberôs Voterôs Meeting 
§ Stewardship ï Al made a motion that there should be 4 weeks of preparation, followed by 4 

weeks of emphasis ending on Consecration Sunday, which is to be November 21, 2010.  Walt 
seconded.  Motion carried.  The District needed to know this date, which Al will communicate to 
them. 

§ Trustees  ï Lisa Schreiber brought up to us whether or not a payment can be made to Phillip for 
floor cleaning.  Lisa wanted permission to cut an initial check for supplies.  The floors have not 
been completely cleaned for several years.  ALL floors in the school and church EXCEPT for the 
new building will be cleaned this summer by Phillip.  The initial check was approved by Council, 
and Phillip has been approved to clean the floors. 

§ Elders  ï No business should be discussed on Sundays in the morning during or before Worship.  
We (all people of St. John) should focus on Worship, not church business.    Heralds will be lo-
cated in the Narthex.  Digital recordings of the sermons are being readied for weekly productions.  
Pastor Naumannôs 70

th
 Anniversary of Ministry special event will be held on Aug 15

th
. 

§ Other Boards were asked for brief highlights of anything important going on, and if not, then we 
can proceed to more pressing business at hand-the revised budget. 

§ Christian Education mentioned that VBS is proceeding and on schedule. 
 
The rest of the meeting ï most of the evening hours ï was in deep discussions around passage of 
the budget, with emphasis on changes needed on the schoolôs side of the budget. 
  
Finance opened with a series of questions and issues. 
 
It was suggested that we continue as is with the current structure of the school, with very little num-
bers in attendance in grades 1-6 especially grades 3-6.  It was suggested that we just take out a 
loan.  Finance has a concern with the churchôs ability to repay a new loan, because giving is down 
now.   
 
A motion was made to include in the budget 21 hours per week of time (down from 40) for the 
church secretary (1/2 time status in the office) starting 7/1 thru 12/31/10.  We need clarification of 
retirement adjustment of 21 hours for Tracey from the District/Synod.  Motion was 2

nd
 and carried.  It 

was noted that Boards that have sent Tracey work in the past will have  to do more of this work 
themselves, since Traceyôs time (i.e. approx. 4 hours /day x 5 days/wk) will be devoted to mandatory 
weekly work (bill paying, answering phones, putting together Heralds, etc.).   
 
There was MUCH discussion bantered about with regards to how to solve the cycle of how to make 
ends meet each and every year.  The Council is devoting almost every meeting to discussion about 
budget monies, and there needs to be much more discussion and focus on outreach and ministries. 
 
There was finally a motion made by Finance to approve the budget as presented with the changes 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Stewardship Report - Al Oesterreich 

St. John Herald 

STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
 

Joyful Response  
 
Through this program all members of St. John have the option of giving their offerings by automatic 
withdrawals from their own bank accounts. ñJoyful Responseò is offered in connection with the Lu-
theran Church Extension Fund, the LCMS organization which has provided St. John with a loan to 
make possible the building of our new fellowship hall. This free, voluntary program is like the auto-
mated or electronic transfers we may already use with our payroll checks, loan or utility payments. 
An enrollment form is included on the next page (page 4) of this issue of the St. John Herald. Addi-
tional forms are available in the narthex. For more information see or call Al Oesterreich or Lisa 
Schreiber. After filling out the enrollment form you may hand it to Al or return it to the church office 
marked for the Board of Stewardship.  
 

SCRIP Program  
 
SCRIP cards can be purchased each Sunday between services. This is an easy way to support our 
congregation as we purchase goods and services that we normally use. Cards are available for 
many restaurants and businesses. A percentage of the value of each card that we purchase comes 
back to our congregation.  
 

Report of Offerings  
 
Total general offerings for May: $32,367  
Estimated total general offerings needed for May: $33,680 (5 Sundays)  
Total general offerings for June: $24,918  
Estimated total general offerings needed for June: $26,944  
May door offerings for the Lutheran Hour ministry: $186  
June door offerings for Carry-Out to Campus ministry $177  
May memorial donations: $65  
June memorial donations: $10  
May building donations: $25  
June building donations: $25  
Total general offerings for July 1 ï June 30: $324,492  
Estimated total general offerings needed for July 1 ï June 30: $357,000  
Estimated general offerings needed for July 2010: $24,272  
 
Offerings for the past fiscal year were $32,508 (9.1%) less than the budgeted amount. The budget 
for the fiscal year beginning with July 1, 2010 lists total general offerings at $321,600. This means 
that the estimated total general offerings needed for 4-Sunday months are $24,272 and for 5-
Sunday months and December are $30,340. Offerings for the past several months have increased 
somewhat over the previous months. As we begin the new fiscal year we pray that this trend can 
continue so that at the end of this fiscal year we can look back and see that we will have exceeded 
the budget goal.  
 

ñBring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in  

this,ò says the Lord Almighty, ñand see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out  

so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.ò Malachi 3: 10  
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