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The purpose of the ñStrengthening Schools And Congregationsò  

(SSAC) project is to strengthen and re-vitalize Lutheran elementary  

schools that are experiencing problems, so that the mission of sharing  

the caring Christ can be more effectively accomplished in that place. 

 

What will SSAC provide? 

The services of SSAC are divided into two specific dimensions: 

 

1. The Diagnostic Visit:  
Three trained consultants will visit the school and its congregation for three days, usually 

Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday. During this time, the team of three consultants will attempt 

to determine the causes of difficulty in that place, write a report which will identify the 

school's problems, and make recommendations for school and congregation improvement. 
2.   Ongoing Consultant Visits:  

An ongoing consultant visit will be made by one of the Team members within a two-month 

period of the Diagnostic Visit. The congregation also has the option to have two additional 

ongoing consultant visits. All visits must be completed within 18 months of the Diagnostic 

Visit. During these visits the consultant will assist the school and its congregation in accom-

plishing the recommendations of the Diagnostic Team, and work toward improvement. 

These one day visits will include discussions with the various boards, committees and lead-

ers of the congregation and will result in a brief report. 

 

Please see other pages within this Monthly Herald for more information. 

From Pastor Cox 

St. John Herald 
a publication of 

St. John Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

April, 2010 www.StJohnYorkPA.com 

About a week ago we received some very good news.  An organization 
within the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has accepted our application 
to participate in the Strengthening Schools and Congregations (SSAC) 
evaluation process.  The purpose for our participating in this program is to 
help us to clarify our vision for the short-term and long-term mission of our 
congregation, including the school.  I cannot over state the importance of 
this program for our congregation.  Please take a look at the information 
below: 
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Director of Spiritual GrowthñDenise Wright 

defined by the cross of Christ. 
We can never forget the 
shame, pain, and suffering that 
Jesus endured for us. The 
cross is central to all that we 
believe; it impacts the way we 
live our life every day. Godôs 
will for His own dear Son was 
great suffering é for us é so 
that we might have the gift of 

(Continued on page 7) 

Dear Friends, 
     Depending on the time that 
you receive this issue of the 
Herald you may be getting 
ready to attend one of the Holy 
Week services or you may be 
eating leftovers from Easter 
dinner! Once again we have 
journeyed through the season 
of Lent. Some might wonder 
why we put ourselves through 

such a serious time; why when 
things in the world are already 
so difficult do we focus on such 
sad things at church too? Why 
such a dark and mournful ser-
vice on Good Friday? We know 
the truth of the resurrection; 
why not just have happy ser-
vices of praise and worship all 
the time?  
   The reason is that our faith is 

scheduled for Sunday, May 9, 
2010 at the 11:00am service.  
Young people completing their 
second year of confirmation 
instruction this spring will be 
confirmed at this service. 
 
Prayer Requests in Church.   
Please help me by filling out 
prayer request cards at the 
beginning of the service for 
any need or thankfulness that 
you want to be shared with the 
Lord during the prayer time at 
Sunday morning worship.  
Please donôt assume that your 
prayer will be remembered if 
you donôt submit a card.  I try 
to remember, but often I donôt. 
I want to be sure to include all 
prayers, so I need your help. 
 
Our Christian Day School .  
On Sunday, April 11

th
, grades 

2-6 will sing at the 8:30 wor-
ship service.  The school will 
be hosting its annual Art & Sci-
ence Fair and PTL Ice Cream 

(Continued on page 12) 

Letôs Talk About é 
 
Easter !  Yes, we will soon be 
celebrating the resurrection of 
our Lord!  What a joyful time 
this is.  But remember, to be 
able to proclaim victory on 
Sunday morning Jesus had to 
do much suffering for the sins 
of all.  So why not attend all of 
the Holy Week services to 
celebrate the entire act of sal-
vation?  The following is a list 
of special services for Holy 
Week: 
 
Maundy Thursday ,  
April 1

st
 at 7:00pm  

¶ This service celebrates Je-
susô Last Supper, the Sac-
rament of the Altar, and 
individual absolution of our 
sins. 

 
Good Friday ,  
April 2

nd
 at noon and 7:00pm  

¶ The noon service walks us 
through Christôs Way of the 
Cross 

¶ The 7:00 service is a Tene-

brae Service ï a solemn 
service of music and Scrip-
ture readings where can-
dles are extinguished and 
lights go out as we follow 
Jesus to the cross. 

 
Holy Saturday ,  
April 3

rd
 at 8:00pm  

¶ The Easter Vigil ï an an-
cient service of Baptism 
and a walk through Biblical 
history. 

 
He is risen!  

He is risen indeed!  
 

Resurrection Sunday   
April 4

th
 Services at  

8:30am and 11:00am  
Traditional celebration  

of Easter  
Breakfast in the gym  
between the services.  

 
He is risen!  

He is risen indeed!  
 
The Rite of Confirmation .  
The Rite of Confirmation is 

St. John Herald 

From Pastor Cox 
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Stewardship Report - Al Oesterreich 

St. John Herald 

STEWARDSHIP NOTES 

 

Electronic Offering Program 

Several members have shown an interest in giving their offerings electronically. St. John will soon be able to 

offer this service. The Lutheran Church Extension Fund (the same Missouri Synod agency which provided the 

loan to St. John for the recent building program) offers the program ñJoyful Responseò which enables mem-

bers to give their offerings through electronic transfers from their own bank accounts. ñJoyful Responseò is a 

free service that reliably and safely transfers contributions through pre-authorized withdrawals from the bank 

account of the member's choice to that of the church. 

 

Other programs for electronic giving were investigated, but ñJoyful Responseò offers the most user-friendly 

service for both congregation and members. You will hear more about this optional program as we get ready to 

implement it in the coming weeks. 

 

Report of Offerings 

Total general offerings for February: $26,374 

Estimated total general offerings needed for February: $26,944 

February door offerings for the missionary work of Servants, Inc.: $163 

February memorial donations: $0 

Total general offerings for July 1 ï February 28: $213,235 

Estimated total general offerings needed for July 1 ï February 28: $242,496 

Estimated general offerings needed for April: $26,944 

 

Offerings for the month of March were the best (in comparison to the estimated need) for the entire fiscal year, 

but they were still short of the need by $570. We are a total of $29,261 behind the estimated need for the pe-

riod from July 1, 2009 ï February 28, 2010. If we were all to become truly faithful in returning our ñfirst 

fruitsò rather than our ñleft oversò to the Lord we would have more than enough to meet the needs of our min-

istry and have enough left over to expand it. May God bless our response to His love as we continue to make 

progress toward meeting the needs for His work at St. John and in the larger community. 

 

ñNow about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first 

day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, 

so that when I come no collections will have to be made.ò I Corinthians 16: 1-2 

Greeting Card Ministry  
The Evangelism Committee would like to thank the members of our congregation for continuing to 
purchase greeting cards. We make a small profit from the sale of each card, which we try to use 
wisely. In about the six months we have donated this profit to the following: 

$60 to the Church Special Appeal      
$40 to Social Concerns  
$40 toward the purchase of tables and chairs for the new Fellowship Hall  
$25 to Helping Haiti door offering. 

To date, we have been able to donate a total of $805 from the greeting card sales. Jean Grube 
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St. John Herald 

What is SSAC intended 
to do?  
The purpose of the Strength-
ening Schools And Congrega-
tions Project is to strengthen 
and re-vitalize Lutheran ele-
mentary schools that are ex-
periencing problems, so that 
the mission of sharing the car-
ing Christ can be more effec-
tively accomplished in that 
place. 
 

Which schools ðand op-
erating congregations ð
will be served by this 
project?  
Schools to receive services 
from SSAC will be selected by 
the SSAC Director on the ba-
sis of a recommendation by 
the District Executive and the 
quality of the schoolôs applica-
tion. Thus, schools will be se-
lected only if they: 
ƴ  Can be helped through 

consultative services. 
ƴ  Desire consulting assis-

tance. 
ƴ  Will accept recommenda-

tions of consultants. 

ƴ  Will work toward improvement based on the recommendation 
of the consultants. 

ƴ  Have sufficient resources to accomplish needed change. 
 
   The number of schools served will be limited to the funding 
available. 
   Itôs assumed that as schools are strengthened in their ministry, 
the congregations and their ministry will also be strengthened. 
The focus of the SSAC project is on the school and its ministry. 
Symptoms of schools which need strengthening would include 
such items as: 
ƴ  Declining enrollment. 
ƴ  Conflict among the staff. 
ƴ  Parental dissatisfaction. 
ƴ  Teaching that is perceived to be incompetent. 
ƴ  Costs exceeding the ability of the congregation to provide. 
 
   Since each situation is unique, many other symptoms may be 
present. 
   This project is designed to strengthen struggling Lutheran ele-
mentary schools with the hope that they can remain viable agen-
cies of their congregations. Effective educational agencies pro-
vide service and outreach to the community. 
 

What will SSAC provide?  
   The services of SSAC are divided into two specific dimensions: 
1. The Diagnostic Visit  
 A team of three trained consultants will visit the school and its 

congregation for three days, usually Sunday, Monday, and 
Tuesday. During this time, the team of three consultants will 
attempt to determine the causes of difficulty in that place, 
write a report which will identify the schoolôs problems, and 
make recommendations for school and congregation improve-
ment. 

2. Ongoing Consultant Visits  
 An ongoing consultant visit will be made by one of the Team 

members within a two-month period of the Diagnostic Visit. 
The congregation also has 
the option to have two addi-
tional ongoing consultant vis-
its. All visits must be com-
pleted within 18 months of 
the Diagnostic Visit. During 
these visits the consultant will 
help the school and its con-
gregation in accomplishing 
the recommendations of the 
Diagnostic Team, and work 
toward improvement. These 
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St. John Herald 

one-day visits will include 
discussions with the vari-
ous boards, committees, 
and leaders of the congre-
gation, and will result in a 
brief report. 

   Applications for additional 
visits are available from the 
SSAC office. These two ser-
vices will be provided to the 
school and congregation at no 
cost. 
   However, all costs related to school or congregation change or 
improvement must be borne by the school and its operating con-
gregation. 
 

Who are the consultants?  
The consultants are experienced and capable Lutheran school 
leaders, district education executives, and pastors of congrega-
tions with schools. Each brings a specific skill and experiential 
base, along with consulting skills, and a consultant personality. 
These consultants have been trained specifically to serve schools 
and congregations interested in improving, but have had difficulty 
finding direction for such improvement.  
   Without salary, they are serving to provide this ministry to 
schools and their congregations. 
 

How can we receive SSAC services?  
Schools served by SSAC must want SSAC services. Thus, they 
must apply. Applications are available through each LCMS Dis-
trict Office. The District individual with responsibilities for services 
to Lutheran schools will be asked to sign the application and to 
support it. 
   As a part of the application process, the school must submit: 
ƴ  Its final budget and expenditures for the past three years. 
ƴ  The enrollment by grade for the last five years. 
ƴ  A two-page description of why SSAC services are requested 

and what the school hopes to receive from those services. 
ƴ  What the applicant sees as the primary difficulties, problems, 

or frustrations in that place. 
ƴ  Other information helpful to the Diagnostic Team. 
 
   The application must be signed by the pastor, school adminis-
trator, board of education chairperson, and the congregation 
chairperson. 
   Applications will be screened by the District, and then selected 
by the national SSAC Director. Consultants who are best 
equipped to serve in that specific place will be assigned. 

The mission of the 

Department of 

School  

Ministry of the 

Board for District 

and  

Congregational 

Services is to  

assist, equip, and 

uplift  

Lutheran school 

educators,  

district staff,  

especially  

education  

executives, and 

congregation lead-

ers so that through 

them children may 

be equipped as  

disciples of  

Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 
Serving Lutheran elementary 

schools and their operating 

congregations.  

Sponsored by the  

LCMS Board for District and  

Congregational Services  

School Ministry.  
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The National Youth Gathering for LCMS churches is to be held this July in New Orleans and our 
congregation has the tremendous blessing of having six youth who wish to attend!  This life-
changing event will give our youth the opportunity to focus on the words of John 20:31: ñBut these 
things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.ò   What an awesome message for the youth to focus on, but they may 
not be able to without your help!  The Door Offering for the month of April will go towards offsetting 
the cost of the St. John youth attending the NYG.  The cost of registration, travel and hotel will 
quickly add up to over $700 per youth and we praise God for the generosity of the congregation in 
helping support our youth in such a wonderful way!   

Music Notes - Ken Sanders, Minister of Music 

Youth GroupñNational Youth Gathering 2010 

   Easter Sunday then is a con-
tinuance of the vigil service as 
we acknowledge that ñChrist is 
Risen!ò  ñHe is Risen indeed!ò  
The alleluias return to the wor-
ship service as well as other 
parts of the liturgy that were 
òput awayò during Lent.  The 
music takes on a more joyful 
sound, as well it should.  We 
certainly have something to 
sing about, salvation won for 
us through Christôs death and 
resurrection. 

   Our Lenten journey is al-
most over.  We have the Holy 
Week services and then 
Easter Sunday.   
   Good Friday is ñgoodò due to 
the redemptive work of Jesus.  
This Good Friday the adult 
choir will help to lead the con-
gregation in a Tenebrae ser-
vice (service of darkness).  
This years service is titled: 
ñShadows.ò   The choir will 
have about six anthems and 
the congregation about three 
hymns.  As the service pro-
gresses, candles are extin-
guished until the church is in 
darkness.  The Paschal candle 
is then taken out.  Everyone 
whispers the Lordôs Prayer 
and then leave in silence. 

   The Easter Vigil usually be-
gins outside with a fire and the 
preparing of the new Paschal 
candle.  The candle is lit from 
the fire and then the congrega-
tionôs candles are lit from the 
Paschal candle.  Everyone 
processes into the church dur-
ing the ñExultant,ò a special 
song about the ñlight of Christ.ò  
There are usually several scrip-
ture readings that recount the 
old testament history of Godôs 
chosen people.  Baptism can 
also be a part of the service.  
The church lights come on and 
the worshipers get to see how 
the church is transformed into 
the resurrection garden with all 
the flowers displayed. 

St. John Herald 

Each month we invite all 
women to come to a ñLadiesô 
Night Outò at Hossôs Steak and 
Seafood in East York when we 
especially celebrate the birth-
days of the month. Thursday, 
April 15

h
 at 6:00pm is our next 

gathering and we hope that you 
will come! We order from the 

menu; an 18% gratuity is in-
cluded on each check. There is 
birthday cake for everyone! 
When you arrive at Hossôs, just 
tell them that you are with the 
group from St. John and they 
will show you to the room. You 
do not need to place an order 
at the front. Check the list of 

Happy Birthday Girlfr iends! 

April birthdays in this issue of 
the Herald and help us to es-
pecially invite those special 
women! Be sure to sign up in 
the narthex! 
Dates for May and June are: 

Thursday, May 6  
Thursday, June 3 
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Aprilõs Door 
Offering 

  We are excited that a group 
of young people from our 
church is planning to attend 
the National LCMS Youth 
Gathering this summer in New 
Orleans! What a great oppor-
tunity for them to grow spiritu-
ally! How might we as a con-
gregation help? It would be 
great if we could support these 
young people and their chap-
erones with our prayers as 
they prepare for this trip. Letôs 
ask God to bless them in a 
mighty way! Another way that 
we might help is to support 
their fundraising efforts over 
the next several months. 
Hopefully we can help them in 
making the cost of this trip and 
gathering manageable.  
 
   The Door Offering for April 
will benefit the Youth that are 
going to attend the National 
Youth Gathering in New Or-
leans. Your generosity and 
support of our youth attending 
this grand event means so 
much to our young ones. 
 
   The ushers will be in the nar-
thex after worship on the sec-
ond Sunday of each month 
with baskets for you to place 
your offering. Throughout the 
rest of the month you are in-
vited to use the ñMulti-
purposeò envelopes located in 
the pew racks. Please be sure 
to mark the envelope ñDoor 
Offeringò so that it is credited 
correctly. 

St. John Herald 

eternal life. What kind of a God is this who comes down and 
loves the unlovely é who comes and loves us in the midst of our 
darkest sin? The cross is ugly and violent é the suffering intense 
and horrific é the love for us so tender and beautiful. God has 
revealed His love for us in a way that we cannot begin to compre-
hend.  
   How important that we remember every day what Jesus has 
done for us! Martin Luther writes that we are to be ñlittle Christs to 
our neighbors, for in so doing we find our true identity as children 
of God.ò We have just been so clearly reminded through Lent of 
how Jesus loved people é to the point of giving His very life. 
How are we being called today to be a ñlittle Christò to those 
around us? It may involve suffering and self-sacrifice, not exactly 
the message that our culture preaches. As we bring back the 
ñAlleluiasò on Easter Sunday and join in the familiar responses, 
ñChrist is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!ò let us love Him more 
deeply and serve Him with renewed hearts!  
   Wishing you the very great joy of the resurrection! 

In Christ,   Denise Wright 

(Continued from page 2) 

Director of Spiritual Growth - Denise Wright 

Youth / Isaacôs Fund Raiser for 
National Youth Gathering Trip  

 
Would you like a fun night out with your family and friends? Then 
come to Isaacôs Restaurant and Deli at South York Plaza on 
Thursday, May 20 from 5pm to 9pm. That night, 25% of all food 
and drink sales (excluding dessert) will benefit the St. John Youth 
Groupôs trip to the National Youth Gathering in July. In order for 
this to work right, you will need to bring a flyer (see stack in nar-
thex or any of the following youth families: Snyders, Caralles, 
Wards, Himes, Holland or Schreibers) to Isaacôs and present it to 
the cashier so that the youth will receive the 25% credit. If you 
canôt attend, the offer applies to carry out orders, as well. Come 
and help us experience this awesome event at Isaacôs and the 
National Youth Gathering!! 
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Would you like someone else to fix dinner for you some evening?  

The fellowship committee invites you a PROGRESSIVE DINNER  

on Saturday,  April 17,  2010.  

 

We will "progress" from one family's house to another,  

sharing appetizers,  

dinner  

and dessert along the way.  

  

The appetizers will be served at  

Mike & Nancy Singley's home at 5:00PM.  

 

After that, we move on to the Fellowship Hall at church  

where dinner will be served at 6:00PM.  

 

Hopefully you will have saved room to have dessert at  

Lou & Julia Caralle's home around 7:30PM!  

  

Fellowship committee will provide the dinner and we are asking you to 

bring either an  APPETIZER or DESSERT to share.  

A sign-up list is located in the narthex,  

along with maps to each family's home.  

There is also a place to indicate if you would like to carpool.    

If your schedule doesn't allow you to join us for all three courses,  

please feel free to join us when you can during the   evening.  

This is an adults only function.  
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St. John Herald 

Ham & Cheese Breakfast Casserole  
 

Ingredients  

¶ 4 large eggs 

¶ 4 large egg whites 

¶ 1 cup nonfat milk 

¶ 2 tablespoons Dijon mustard 

¶ 1 teaspoon minced fresh rosemary 

¶ 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground pepper 

¶ 5 cups chopped spinach, wilted (see Tip) 

¶ 4 cups whole-grain bread, crusts removed if desired, cut into 1-inch cubes (about 1/2 pound, 4-6 
slices) 

¶ 1 cup diced ham steak, (5 ounces) 

¶ 1/2 cup chopped jarred roasted red peppers 

¶ 3/4 cup shredded Gruyère, or Swiss cheese 
Preparation  

1. Preheat oven to 375°F. Coat a 7-by-11-inch glass baking dish or a 2-quart casserole with cooking 
spray. 

2. Whisk eggs, egg whites and milk in a medium bowl. Add mustard, rosemary and pepper; whisk to 
combine. Toss spinach, bread, ham and roasted red peppers in a large bowl. Add the egg mixture 
and toss well to coat. Transfer to the prepared baking dish and push down to compact. Cover with 
foil. 

3. Bake until the custard has set, 40 to 45 minutes. Uncover, sprinkle with cheese and continue bak-
ing until the pudding is puffed and golden on top, 15 to 20 minutes more. Transfer to a wire rack 
and cool for 15 to 20 minutes before serving. 

 
 
 

Apricot Canapes  

 
Ingredients  
¶ 16 dried apricots 
¶ 8 teaspoons crumbled blue cheese 
¶ 2 ounces chopped shelled pistachios 
¶ 1/2 teaspoon honey 
¶ Freshly ground pepper 

 
Preparation  

1. Top each apricots with 1/2  
 teaspoon cheese. Sprinkle  
 with pistachios and drizzle  
 with honey; sprinkle with  
 pepper. 
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Open Enrollment 
Everything you need to enroll your child for the next school term 
2010-2011 of St. John Lutheran School is ready for you in the 
school office. Simply call 755-4779 or stop by to pick up an 
enrollment packet as soon as possible.  You can also download 
the form from our school website by going to 
www.stjohnyorkpa.com and find our school link. The Enrollment 
Application form and your registration fee are required to 
guarantee a child a spot for the fall term. By enrolling a child for 
St. John School now, you can make use of a special 20% 
discount on the registration fee from January 24th through March 
14th. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the 
school office and we will be glad to assist you.  We canôt wait to 
have you join us! 

Elections for the  2010 ï 2012 PTL Executive Board were held on Fri-

day evening March 5th.  

Here are the results of the election: 

President  --------------------------------------------------  Bev Shellenberger 

Vice President ------------------------------------------------------- April Eyet 

Secretary  -------------------------------------------------------- Ingrid Koogle 

Treasurer  ---------------------------------------------------- Cyndi Sindlinger 

Service Chair  --------------------------------------------------- Amy Webster 

Membership Chair---------------------------------------------- Schnell Greer 

Program Chair ---------------------------------------------------  Deb Thomas 

Members at Large ----------------------  Jamie Thomas and Abby Boudah  

Results are in for PTL Elections 

Our 12th annual Race for Education is scheduled for Friday May 7th. Stu-

dents will walk or jog around a 1/4 mile area as many times as they are able 

for one full hour.  Each participant will raise funds by asking sponsors to con-

tribute a one time tax deductible donation based on the laps completed or a 

flat single donation.  This event is an extremely important fundraiser for our 

school.  The money raised from this event will be used to continue the much 

needed financial aid program here at St. John Lutheran School and will also 

be used to keep our computer lab up to date. Packets  with a more detailed 

description on how the program works were sent home with your child. Please 

be sure to read through the entire packet and return your completed address 

labels back to school by March 26th.  Prizes will be awarded, but only if your 

labels are returned by March 26th. If you have any questions please stop by 

the school office and speak with Abby Boudah, Director of Development. 

Race for Education Day May 7th  

Spring Fling and 
Chicken BBQ 

   Mark your calendars for Sat-
urday, May 15

th,
 for PTLôs an-

nual Spring Fling and Chicken 
BBQ!  
   This is one of our biggest 
events of the year and every-
one who attends walks away 
with a huge smile on their 
faces. We will need lots of vol-
unteers to make this event a 
success. Keep your eye open 
for more information on the 
Spring Fling and for more 
Chicken BBQ details. 

April 2-6: Easter Break 
April 11: Grades 2-6 Sing  
  @ 8:30AM service 
April 13: Art & Science Fair &  
  PTL Ice Cream Social  
  @ 5:30PM 
April 14: Parents Day 
  Honors/Baptism Chapel  
  @ 8:45AM 
April 23: Spring Musical 

April Calendar 
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MORE SCHOOL NEWSñKen Sanders and Sharon Hennig 
   Lutheran Schoolsô Week was 
from March 7-14 and it was a 
great time! Monday, the stu-
dents made crosses for shut-ins 
as part of a community service 
project. On Tuesday, special 
guests from York Revolution 
ñDowntownò visited to kick off a 
reading program. Wednesday 
was grandparents day and we 
had many visitors attend 
chapel, classrooms and we had 
refreshments together. The stu-
dents enjoyed ñDress Down 
Day, on Thursday. Then on Fri-
day, the students went roller 
skating. What a fun week! We 
would like to thank the PTL for 
providing the bus transportation! 
 
Whatôs happening in April? 
Pre-3 - Mrs. Morgan  
The class is looking forward to 
their visit from the Tumble 
Wheels Bus! The boys and girls 
will get to play and perform 
gymnastics on a retired school 

bus which has been converted to a gym! The children will also cele-
brate ñTò week with a Teddy bear tea party! 
Pre-4 - Mrs. Fink and Mrs. Walton  
The children are preparing Science Fair Projects and Art Work for 
the April Science/Art Show. They are watching ñSpring stuff.ò Letters 
for the month are ñV, W, and X.ò Everyone is looking forward to par-
entsô day. 
Kindergarten - Mrs. Reed  
The students have memorized the ñJelly Bean Prayer.ò They also 
won the February Pizza Party from Daddy Oôs! They are excited 
about a field trip to Nixon Park on April 27 and Perry Dale Farm on 
May 6. 
Grades 1 & 2 - Mrs. Stetler  
The class has been busy preparing for the Science Fair on April 13. 
Posters on the Solar System are complete. Grade 2 is regrouping in 
subtraction. They went to the North Musium at F&M College for a 
planetarium show. 
Grades 3 & 4 - Mr. Sanders  
The students have been studying aquatics for Envirothon. This year 
weôll be competing with 70 teams from York County! Fourth graders 
have begun learning 2 digit division. Grade 3 is learning the times 
tables and they have finished the 2, 3, 4, 5ôs! 
Grades 5 & 6 - Mrs. Hennig  
The group is busy reading books for the ñRev It Upò reading pro-
gram. They are also preparing their projects for the Science/Art Fair. 
Everyone has studied birds and mammals for Envorothon. Now the 
topic will be aquatics. 

St. John Herald 

Donôt delay: Saving today is one of the best ways to secure your retirement 
   Most people nearing retirement have an important piece of advice for those in their 20s and 30s: Start 
saving for your retirement now. 

   Although most boomers are optimistic about retirement, if they could do it over again, many would get 
serious about their future needs much earlier in life. 

In fact, according to a fall 2006 survey of 2,500 U.S. adults age 45 to 64 by Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans, many baby boomers want others to learn from their mistakes. For example, 86% of those surveyed 
urged younger generations to start saving as soon as possible. 

   Interestingly, while 56% of boomers expect to enjoy a standard of living equal to or better than their 
parents, their confidence is not well-founded. 

   A majority of those surveyed have not made any formal retirement preparations. Whatôs more, theyôre 
more likely to consult with family than a financial professional regarding retirement strategies. This may 
help to explain why 71% of baby boomers worry about not having enough money in retirement. 

   Regardless of where you are on your journey to retirement, thereôs never been a better time to get seri-
ous about preparing for what lies ahead. 

   If you need help preparing for retirement or would like to discuss how Thrivent Financial can help you 
achieve your financial goals, contact Rick Weidner, Financial Associate at 764-0877 or rich-
ard.weidner@thrivent.com today, or visit Thrivent.com. 

Thrivent Financial News - Rick Weidner 
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Social beginning at 5:30pm on 
Tuesday, April 13

th
.  Another 

annual event, the Spring Musi-
cal, will be held on April 23

rd
 at 

7:00pm ï all are invited and 
encouraged to attend! 
 
50 plus!  Bible Study .  Re-
member, the 50 plus! Bible 
Study meets every 1

st
 and 3

rd
 

Thursday at 10:30am in the 
Fellowship Hall ï everyone is 
welcome ï no experience nec-
essary. 
 
Communications .    
 

Church Council Meeting  
March 9, 2010  

Members Present: Pastor Cox, 
Eric Gunnet, Denise Wright, Ken 
Sanders, Sharon Hennig, Mike 
Singley, Rick Dellinger,  Walt 
Jeffers, Bev Shellenberger, Dar-
lene Tverberg, and Jen Harlacher 
 
Meeting opened at 7:08pm 
[Rick Dellinger leading for Jerry 
Cook] 
 
Finance : 
¶ Brainstorming ideas how to 

curb expenses in regards to 
reduced offerings being re-
ceived instead of having the 
boards cut their budget by 
11%.  e.g. why are we spend-
ing so much on utilities etc.  
Is there a better way to cut 
excess costs? 

Boards that need action:  
Fellowship 
Fellowship:  
¶ Youth asked if they could use 

one of the Lenten dinner as a 
fund raiser on March 24th 

¶ Motion made to donate funds 
from the Lenten dinner on 
March 24th to the Youth for 
the National Youth Gathering 

(Continued from page 2) 

which will occur this July.  Motion approved by vote. 
¶ April 17th is the progressive dinner starting at 5 pm.   
School Board/Administratorôs Report: 
¶ 5 registrations for summer enrichment program received to date 
¶ Bev Shellenberger will serve as president of PTL 
Elders:  
¶ Budget restraints in effect-no purchases will proceed without Ericôs 

approval to be able to manage expenses more effectively.  
¶ Looking at ways to curb excess expenses within the Elderôs budget.  

The following are a few considerations the Elders are reviewing. 
¶ Consider discontinuing the mailing of the monthly Herald and 

place them in the church mailboxes.  Heralds only to be mailed 
to shut-ins. 

¶ Portals of Prayer-many being left in mailboxes.  Considering if 
we should continue with purchasing them but find other re-
sources for devotions.   

¶ Eliminating the bulk mail counter will save a few hundred dollars 
yearly however, Development within the school  does use bulk 
mail to alumni mailings 

¶ Money is being wasted on office supplies.  Eric went to Samôs 
club and compared prices and there is a notable difference in 
what we are currently paying.  There are members within the 
church who belong to Samôs club.  Proposing that a monthly or-
der be placed for office supplies as needed which Tracey can 
place and order online.  A member can then pick up the sup-
plies once a month which will net in a notable savings.     

¶ 1 Elder  position open 
¶ Looking to increase visits to shut-ins and the sick. 
¶ Looking into more Contemporary worship at 11:00 service 
Social Concerns:  
¶ Raised $350 for Relief for Haiti at the pancake breakfast. 
¶ Considering using the leftover supplies from the pancake breakfast 

to assist the youth with a pancake breakfast fundraiser for their Na-
tional Youth Gathering this summer. 

¶ Easter Food Baskets to be assembled on March 23rd.  Please notify 
any member [of Social Concerns] if you know of someone in need.   

Christian Education:  
¶ Looked at VBS curriculums at Life Way and chose Saddle Ranch a 

western theme for the week of June 21-June 25th.  Looking for vol-
unteers.   

Director of Spiritual Growth  
¶ March 19th-20th is the Marriage Weekend.  The average marriage 

lasts 7 years before divorce.   
¶ Prayer Vigil-Saturday March 27th 7am-7pm 
Stewardship Report:  
¶ No objections to going forward with authorizing the use of Joyous 

Response which an option for members to have their offerings de-
ducted from their banking accounts on a predestinated date.   

 
Pastorôs Report: 
¶ Confirmation May 9th 
 
Meeting adjourned with The Lordôs Prayer 
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Saddle up for VBS  
at  Saddle Ridge Ranch !  

 
Vacation Bible School will be held here at St. John the 
week of June 21

st
 in the evenings from 6 to 8pm. Kids will 

be ridinô the range and roundinô up questions as they learn 
that Godôs Word has all the answers! We will need a lot of 
volunteers to help with this event. If you are willing to help 
out please contact Lisa Cox, Lana Schafer, Sarah Peters, 
Abby Boudah, Angie Sindlinger or Bev Shellenberger.  
 
The Ranch is expectinô to get perty near full up, so weôre askinô ya to register early. It donôt make no 
diffôrnce ifôn you do or not. But we can make plans better ifnô we know you all are comin! You can 
use the form below and leave it with the church secretary! 
 
Giddy on up!!! Weôre lookinô ford to seein ya there! 
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